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Material evidence of the ancient and medieval Armenian history, cul-

ture and art are presented in this book as a concise review of thousands
of years of activity and creativity of our people. Archaeological and ar-
chitectural masterpieces from the Lower Paleolithic to the High Middle
Ages comprehensively reflect the path of the origins and development of
the Armenian people. Thorough efforts of several generations of archae-
ologists are systematically condensed in this book revealing the cultures
of the Stone Age, origins of farming economies, early state formations
from the dawn of civilizations to the most powerful states of the Near
Fast - the Van Kingdom, Ervandid, Artashesian and Arshakuni dynas-
ties. The last two chapters of the book are devoted to the architecture
of churches and monasteries of Armenia, the country being the first
to adopt Christianity as a state religion, and to khachgar art which is
characteristic only to Armenian culture, as well as to the early medieval
monuments, the bas-reliefs and decorated bricks of the royal tomb of
the Armenian kings built in 364 AD in Aghtsq.

The book also presents recent archaeological discoveries comple-
menting and giving new interpretations to forgotten pages of the Arme-
nian past. This colorful book presents for the first time the Armenian
archaeological heritage to those who visit Armenia and it becomes a
wonderful gift for tourists enabling them to get a complete notion of
the ancient Armenian culture, to plan their forthcoming paths, to visit
and enjoy the beauty of our hospitable land, the life and customs of the
people inhabiting this cradle of civilization for millennia, in wonderful
combination of antiquity and modernity.



Jdtphu Gubp, pudp. 11,
Lo XVI-XV .

Verin Naver, burial II,
16%-15% cc. BC

Ennuupn Uppuwhundjwi
«Uhipp» Ylpynudwlpule flluppniup plioplis, wuupd: ghup. plljuwdon

K C, wyjulu Emuwpfuwphp, puqiuphy wagtph twjuwhuwyptiuh-

pp, Up wntmoywouyghu b phy munufuwuhpywd nwpuwowpow L
Cuwywuwnwuh b wyuntn hwqupudjulubtpny ptwlynn hwy Epunup
qnnipjuu b gnponutmipjuu dwuhtt hunnpnnufutp juu wunpw-
Juit, tighuunuut, onuftpuiuy, yupuuywi, huguiuwt b huw-
qnyu wy] wqqbph uppuquit mpunbpnul: Sowghnwwu wtmnd-
ubpt m hwymuwgnponmpynitntipp, npnup widthnth utpyuywgumy b
ghnwlut wju dnnnuomy, Utiq hhptigumd Gu Wpnwwgh wywuw-
ynp ghntwuuutph b dtnuynpuijuinutinh guwhwwnwwuttpp hwy
wqqh b huyuju punupwlppnieyut dwuht: Opphuwy, wighwgh
wpliugtn Gty he Uupouy Lwugp gpoid . «Quuywd hp thnpp nw-
nwopht, Suywuwnwu wyu phy tpyputinhg £, npnup wuguwhwnth
b Ul utpnpnud G mutigly punupwypenyeyui dag»: Ujunphwugh
ghuniwfu Ejhqupbe Aunttpp upnd E. «Cuyuunwuh dwuht pstpp
ghwtiu, uvwuyu GYpnyuw Wwlnpuyhtu dunwugnipu wnnny
Udwbiu wupunwui § uput: Muudnpyut wpyuynyup Suyuu-
nwup punupwyppnipju puoppwiiitinhg kp... L. I hwqupudw-
Unud Cuywutnwith mumbumpeyniup, wpytunt n wjwunnyputpu
wyupw Eht qupqugwd, np upw Wwynypep fupwund Ep Gghuwun-
uh, Sntiwutnwithu b Sondh hrywbiu wnpww v, wuwtu b hngu-
np wnnmuny», hul Uto Aphniwuhuwgh twfuht Jupguwgton Qihyjud
Gumupnup utmd punpnyty £ «Owunwyty Cuywunwuht’ wywwnd
L dwnwyty punuwpwlpenipjwin»:

(pnywyh E, np hwyjuuu punwpwyppnipjnup Utd wqnbgni-
R b niubkigly ng thwyu hwplwb, wyj hinwynp dnnnmprutinh
Wwlnyph b hnglnp ubpupjuwphh Ypu: Nwmh' yuwnwhwuu
s, np gqpbpl popnp Ypnuubpnid, wyn pynid’ pphunnutmpjui dhy,
Cuyuu Emuwpfuwphp ubpfuywunud £ npytu uppuqui, hngli-
np uh tpihp: Sawghunwfui hwyniwgnponypyniiitnp Ynggwo tu
Ytpuhiwunwynptym dwpnpynipjut yuundnipju pupwgpp, pw-
gwhuynbynt huwgnyu wagtiph, wyn pYmu' hwytinh wyluwphpujw-
Inufutipp Yywuph htwuwmh n mhbqbpph dwupt:

Gplu,

aluwlipuy hpwigulnpn,
Lo HI-IT hwg.

Yerevan,
fish-like vishap stela,
3d-2nd mill. BC

Eduard Abrahamyan, Ph.D.
Director, “Mitq” Analytical Center

The Armenian Highland, homeland to many different peoples, is
a mysterious and little explored territory. References concerning the
Highlands, Armenia, and the Armenian ethnicity, which lived on that
territory for several millennia, are preserved in Sumerian, Assyrian,
Egyptian, Persian, and other texts of ancient peoples.

The recently conducted archaeological excavations and discoveries,
concisely presented in this book, remind us of the assessments of many
distinguished European scholars and intellectuals. For example, British
Orientalist David Marshall Lang wrote, “Despite it’s small territory, Ar-
menia is one of those few countries which made an invaluable and major
contribution to civilization.” Austrian scholar, Elisabeth Bauer, mentions
that “in general, much too little has been known about Armenia, even
though, culturally speaking, Europe owes her a considerable debt. At the
dawn of history, Armenia was one of the cradles of civilization. Millen-
nia before the Christian era, the economy, arts, and popular traditions
of Armenia had developed to such an extent that her culture stimulated
Egypt, Greece, and Rome, both materially and spiritually.” Earlier in the
nineteenth century, British Prime Minister William Gladstone, briefly
expressed himself saying, “To serve Armenia is to serve civilization.”

It is quite certain that the inhabitants of Armenia had important
connections not only with neighboring cultures but also with more
distant peoples. So it is not an accident that many religions, including
Christianity, refer to the Armenian Highland as a territory with sacred
meanings.

Archaeological discoveries provide for a more accurate reinterpreta-
tion of the processes of human history and allow for an understanding of
the worldview and cosmological ideas together with many other aspects
of cultures of ancient peoples, including the Armenians.
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Gorayq,
The Big Kurgan,
434 mill. BC
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Hakob Simonyan
INTRODUCTION

’I;le Armenian Highland is a separate physical-geographical unit occu-
pying approximately 400,000 square kilometers with an average eleva-
tion of 1,700 meters above sea level. It is the central among the three
plateaus of the Near Eastern Highlands, along with the Iranian and Ana-
tolian plateaus, which lay to the southeast and west, respectively. It is
bordered in the north by the Black Sea and the Kura River, and in the
south by the Mesopotamian plain. It includes the entire territory of the
modern Republic of Armenia, some regions of Georgia and Azerbaijan
south from the Kura River, northeastern regions of Turkey, and north-
western regions of Iran. This geographic description of the Near Fast
was suggested in the nineteenth century by the German geographer and
geologist Hermann von Abich who identified the specific characteristics
of the geographical, climatic and geological conditions of the Armenian
Highland. Following the tradition of Greco-Roman geographers and us-
ing the traditional name of the ethnic group inhabiting this area, von
Abich called it the Armenian Highland. This term was commonly ac-
cepted and was largely used throughout the World until the 1923 Treaty
of Lausanne, which established the current political borders of the nas-
cent Republic of Turkey. After the Genocide of the Armenians, carried
out by the Young Turks in the Ottoman Empire in 1915, which elimi-
nated and exterminated the Armenians in their historical homeland, a
policy of pressure was exerted by consequent governments of Turkey
to eliminate all uses of the word “Armenian” and instead of “Armenian
Highland” the term “Fastern Anatolia” was invented.

The Armenian Highland is the cradle of the Armenian people. In-
habiting this territory for thousands of years, the Armenian - speak-
ing ethnic groups formed a nation, established their kingdoms, ancient
civilizations, creating a bright and unique culture. The rich archaeologi-
cal heritage of the Armenian Highland spans approximately over two
million years. The region’s successive cultures present the image of this
historical-cultural area, and testify to the important role that Armenia
played in the context of Near Eastern civilizations.
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Vasily Lyubin and Yelena Belyaeva
PALEOLITHIC ARMENIA
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Gorayq,
handaxe, Late Acheulian
period (250-40 Kyr)

Gorayq,
levallois tool, Late Acheulian
period (250-40 Kyr)

Gorayq,
handaxe, Late Acheulian
period (250-40 Kyr)

’I;le first inhabitants of Armenia were Hominids of the Old Stone Age
(Paleolithic). The territory of the Republic of Armenia, located in the
northern part of the Armenian Highland, was extremely favorable for
Paleolithic hunters and gatherers. An exceptional variety of volcanic
landscapes yielded abundant deposits of obsidian, basalt, dacite etc.,
as well as other natural resources such as wild game, a rich variety of
vegetation and cereals, abundant water sources, etc.

The first Paleolithic artifacts were discovered in Armenia at the end
of the nineteenth century. As of today, thousands of artifacts are attrib-
uted to different periods of the Paleolithic.

As aresult of the recent joint expeditions by Armenian and Russian
teams in the Lori region (northern Armenia), additional Early Paleo-
lithic sites (Muradovo, Sev Khach, Kurtan) yielding Middle and Early
Acheulian industries were discovered. These Early Acheulian artifacts
(choppers, picks, crude massive hand-axes) unearthed in the oldest lay-
ers underwent isotopic U-Pb testing determining their absolute dates up
to 1.8-1.9 million years before present. These finds represent the earliest
traces of activity of Homo erectus in Eurasia.

Surface finds of Acheulian obsidian artifacts have been recorded in
the Hrazdan River valley (Arzni, Jraber, Hatis, etc.), at the Arteni Moun-
tain, and on the southwestern slopes of the Aragats volcano (Satani-dar,
Dashtadem). About 20 sites with numerous Acheulian artifacts of dacite
rock were discovered in the northern part of Armenia in the foothills of
the volcanic Javahkq Ridge (Blagodarnoe, Noramut, etc.).

The assemblage of the Early Paleolithic industries are quite numer-
ous, particularly hand-axes and bifaces - pointed and symmetrical tools,
chipped on both sides of a naturally occurring small fragment of stone
or a large flake of obsidian or dacite. These Acheulian industries were
produced by Homo erectus.

The regular shape, thin transverse section, and careful fashioning of
most hand-axes are indicative of the Late Acheulian epoch (dating 600-
270/250 thousand years ago). In one of the locations along the Javahkq
Ridge, an exploration uncovered not only bifaces, but also cores, flakes,
blades, and other small tools. In 2012, the expedition of the Research

Center for Historical-Cultural Heritage uncovered late Acheulian bifaces & &

y o i

in the Syunik region of southern Armenia in the Vorotan river basin at
2200-2400 m above sea level.
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Gorayq, handaxe, Late
Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr)
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Vasily Lyubin and Yelena Belyaeva Paleolithic Armenia

During the Middle Paleolithic (270/250-40 thousand years ago), the
Neanderthals inhabited the caves in the river canyons (Yerevan Cave,
Lusakert 1 and 2, and Hovk 1) and mountainous valleys (Aragats south-
ern foothills - Dashtadem, Amulsar vicinity - Gorayk).

In the Late, or sometimes called Upper, Paleolithic (40-12 thouse-
nd years ago) during the last Wiirm/Valdai glaciations, severe climate
conditions dominated the Armenian Highland. Due to these conditions,
modern humans (Homo sapiens sapiens) developed new kinds of arti-
facts. These artifact assemblages were invented in order to adapt to the
changed environmental conditions. Since glaciers covered a large part of

~_the Armenian Highland, humans moved to a few areas where they could
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Aratashen, bone javelin
and stone axes, 6™ mill. BC

Masis-Blur, a small axe,
6™ mill. BC

Ani Pemza, nucleus,
6™ mill. BC

After the melting of ice sheets of the Earth’s last glacial age about
12,000 years ago, the rise of human civilization began in southwestern
Asia. Along the coast of the Eastern Mediterranean, i.e. in the Levant,
and in the foothills of the southern slopes of the Fastern Taurus Moun-
tains along the northern edge of Mesopotamia (modern southeastern
Turkey), bands of hunters-gatherers built their first permanent settle-
ments in areas especially rich in wild plants and game. Within a millen-
nium or so they started experimenting with the domestication of plants
and wild animals during the period conventionally known as the New
Stone Age, or the Neolithic. The natural environment to the north of
the Eastern Taurus Mountains was quite different. Here, all the way to
the mountain chain of the Greater Caucasus that separates the Near
Fast from the European steppes of what is now southern Russia, the
terrain is fragmented by chains of high mountains and characterized by
sharp fluctuations in altitudinal zonality. This is the Armenian Highland
with multiple isolated niches inhabited by communities that had ample
opportunities to continue their hunter-gatherer lifeways, but also to ex-
periment with domestication, driven by necessity or curiosity. Hunter-
gatherer economy in such an environment still dominated some regions
of Armenia throughout most of the Neolithic. Altitudinal zonality had
stimulated mobility of communities, which, in turn, would have inten-
sified different kinds of intraregional interactions. Another important
factor characterizing the Neolithic of Armenia was an exceptional rich-
ness of its highlands in obsidian sources. Obsidian from Mounts Arteni,
Hatis, Nemrut, the Vorotan cluster and other sources was transmitted
over different routes of exchange all over southwestern Asia and was
used to manufacture broad arrays of artifacts, from agricultural tools
to ritual paraphernalia and ornaments. The control and exchange of
valuable natural resources led to differentiation in wealth and power
between communities and larger social units. This resulted in the forma-
tion of larger settlements in the most environmentally beneficial areas.
Clusters of such settlements, appearing around 6000 years BC, on the
bottom of the Ararat Plain are explored by international archaeological
projects along the left tributaries of Arax River at the sites of Aratashen,
Masis-Blur, and Aknashen. These Late Neolithic villages consisted of
densely built agglomerations of houses and other structures that had

predominantly round or elliptic ground plans with walls built of packed %
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6™ mill. BC

Gregory E. Areshian Neolithic and Chalcolithic (Aeneolithic) Periods in Armenia

clay or unbaked mudbricks. Their inhabitants cultivated several species
of wheat, barley, and lentils, herded sheep, goats, and some cattle, and
actively engaged in hunting and fishing. Skillfully made artifacts of ob-
sidian, groundstone, bone, antler, and shell are found at the mentioned
settlements in large quantities. Tools used in woodwork, skin process-
ing, and leather tailoring leave little doubt that during the sixth millen-
nium BC the inhabitants of Armenia had achieved a substantial level of
sophistication in the crafts related to processing organic materials. The
two most important innovations introduced during the Late Neolithic of
Armenia were pottery making and the beginning of the manipulation
of copper ores, which was the first metal used by humankind. Locally
made coarse wares dominate the ceramic production at these settle-
ments but a few high-quality painted vessels, attributed to the Halaf-
style manufacturing of Northern Mesopotamia, are found in the same
contexts of the first half of the sixth millennium BC. The first copper
artifacts are represented by ornaments, mostly by beads. The appear-
ance of both - copper artifacts and fine ceramic tableware - ushered the
beginning of a new kind of long-distance trade, one in which centers of
specialized craft production had become as important as areas supplying
raw materials. This strengthening of long-distance interactions across
southwestern Asia and southeastern Europe was one of the most salient
features of the subsequent period of the Chalcolithic.

The Chalcolithic Period (also known as the Aeneolithic or the Cop-
per Age) began in southwestern Asia between 5500 and 5200 BC and
lasted for about two millennia, until 3500-3400 BC. It was characterized
by the spread of copper metallurgy and exchange, however, stone tools
still played a dominant role in the economy. During the last four dec-
ades, a substantial number of Chalcolithic sites have been identified
across the territory of modern Armenia. Four of those — Adablur and
Teghut in the Ararat Plain, Areni-1 in the Vayots-Dzor Province, and
Godedzor in Syunik - have been explored to some extent. All four rep-
resent the second half of the Chalcolithic, dating approximately between
4500 and 3400 BC. Remarkably, each of the four represents a different
type of site. Teghut was a small village composed of semi-subterrane-
an round huts, possibly inhabited by semi-nomadic pastoralists who,
nevertheless, used high-quality pottery imported from other sites, as
were copper implements. Adablur was a substantially larger settlement
occupied by large, multi-room architectural complexes aligned along a
street, in which remains of artisan workshops and fragments of large
clay sculptures were discovered. Located in the canyon of the Arpa River,
the Areni-1 cave complex was occupied during that same period for |

ritual purposes related to mortuary activities. The dry environment of
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the cave, together with a stable temperature, provided excellent condi-
tions for the preservation of organic materials. Desiccated grains, fruits,
textiles, leather, and even grass, which usually are not found at other
sites, open a window onto an unknown world of perishable artifacts
produced and used by Chalcolithic civilizations. Especially noteworthy
is the discovery, deep in the cave, of the world’s oldest presently known
wine pressing installation, dating back to around 4000 BC, and of the
world’s oldest leather shoe, dated approximately to 3600 BC. Godedzor,
located high in the mountains at the edge of Alpine summer pastures,
was an important transit hub for mobile pastoralists and a center of ex-
change that also redistributed obsidian brought from the major deposits
located at a distance of one to three walking days. Seal impressions on
clay sealings found at Godedzor indicate an existence of some kind of
private, most likely familial, property. Excavations at these sites clearly
reveal the rise of social complexity in Armenia during the Chalcolithic,
accelerated by multiple technological discoveries and innovations, and
transcontinental connections established across the Near East six thou-
sand years ago.
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General View of Areni-1 cave
complex from north

Areni-1 cave complex,
shoe, 3600 BC
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ut, unwuwnhy b nhtudhy nhppny $hgniputip, wshwmwuwu b ph-
Uwwnhl ymdbubn, npnugmy wpunugnywd G dwpnm gnpontutine-
pjut b wpuwphpuunufutiph pnjnp Jupbnp npppubpp:

Luwn ptfwnhljugh’ npuitip Yupkih b unnpupudwut.
. Npuh nt nwquh mbuwpwbp:
2. Unuutwywhwju (punbjugnid, Jupdtgnid) b ipypu-
gnpowluit (Jun) mbuwpwuubp:
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Ul uwp, duynwuuunytp,
L. V-IIT hwg.

Sev Sar, rock-engraving,
5%-34 mill. BC

During the Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic, 12,000-8,000 BC), a new
area of artistic activity emerged in various regions of the vast Eurasian
continent - the art of petroglyphs. Rock became “canvas” for the prehis-
toric artists. On the flat and sunburned surfaces of rocks and boulders,
and on the volcanic bombs and stones of petrified lava “rivers,” geomet-
ric and floral decorations, anthropomorphic, zoomorphic images of birds
and reptiles, weapons and household objects, boats and rafts, carriages
and chariots, mythical, battle, and hunting scenes were engraved. The
dates of specific groups of petroglyphs are difficult to ascertain.

The Armenian petroglyphs are exceptional in the context of pre-
historic Near East culture by their number, variety, style, and content.
There are over 100,000 petroglyphs known in the Armenian Highland,
more densely located in Syunik - Ukhtasar, Vayk - Jermuk mountains,
Gegharkunik - Azhdahak, Kotayk - Paytasar and Zar, Aragatsotn -
Voskehat, Mt. Aragats, Kakavaberd and other regions of the Republic of
Armenia. The petroglyphs are mainly spread in high mountainous areas,
at 2000-3000 meters above sea level, although there are also examples
found at lower altitudes, between 1000 and 2000 meters above sea level.

The art-historical and archeological analysis suggests a chronology
of rock art emerging in the Armenian Highland around the Mesolithic-
Neolithic periods and lasting to the Middle Ages, reaching its apogee in
the Bronze Age. The petroglyphs depict both highly symbolized and
primitive naturalistic images, figures in static and dynamic poses, in-
dividual and thematic compositions encompassing all the important
spheres of human activity and perceptions of the universe.

Thematically, they can be divided as follows:

1. Hunting and battle scenes.

2. Cattle-breeding (domestication and taming) and agricultural
(plowing) scenes.

3. Ritual activities, sport and dancing scenes.

4. Images of the ancestors, deities and heroes, good and evil spirits.
Among them, the image of the thunderbolt-wielding god is recognizable.

5. Animal images - goat, bull, deer, leopard, auroch, bison, ante-
lope, horse, dog, wolf, fox, boar, bear, snakes, swimming birds.

6. Mythical creatures - dragons, beasts, fairy images.

7. Images of trees, flowers, and fruits.

8. Images depicting maternity, sacred marriage, fertility and the
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Miunwuwp, dwynuuyun-
Ytipubp, L. V-1 hwg.

Quun, dwynwuunltp,
L. V-IIT hwg.

Uuingti |tn, duynwwunytp,

L. V-IIT hwg.

Ukhtasar, rock-engravings,
5%-3rd mill. BC

Zar, rock-engraving,
531 mill. BC

Sartse Ler, rock-engraving,
531 mill. BC

Swlnp Uhuntywi, Ywpbu (@nfuwp jut Suyuluin muw)fuwphh duynuwgunytiputpp

by 27

Qun, Ynnp
duynwwwnytiputph
Uhywljuypnud,

Lo, V-1T hug.

Ul uup,
duynwwwnyt,
Lo, V-1T hug.

page 27
Idol amid the rock-
engravings, 5"-3' mill. BC

Sev Sar, rock-engraving,
5%-34 mill. BC

3. Chuwjuwu wpwpnnnpjmuutp, twpqujut m wwph nt-
uwpwuubp:

4. ‘LGwfuuhutph, wunywonpniuubtnh, nhgwpwuwlywu hb-
nnuubiph, pwph nghutiph Wuwwnlbputip: Upuugnd wnwuduwund £
Juydwuuguym wunywonipju Ypuwpp:

5. Utmwihubph wuwnlbpubp' wyo, gmy, motipm, hnyjwg,
wnip, qnipp, Yhp, ah, oot quy), wnyt, Jupuag, wpg, odkp, spjnn
pnsmuubp:

6. Unwuwtjuljwi wpupwdubp' Jhowwlitp, hptpubp, htiph-
wpwhu fwyutp:

7. Own m dwnyh, wwnninutiph wuwnltputp:

8. Uwynnipjw, uppuqui ptmuuwynpdwi, ynnwuptipnigyu
n1 dwdwuwljh ywynudmupu wpwgninn wunbputp: Mywgpuy
L bwjuwdinn Yepwuwpp, npp hwdwhnivg B omdpujut wnwuytih
Luddnt vwfuwdnn Yipuywph:

9. ®njuwnpuihongubp (uwy), twywly, vwhiwy) b Junmg-
Juoplutip (nnnguw gwughp, pwlyupnubn, wpghjuwuwmutputy,
funphppuynp Junnygutph hwwnwlugdtp):

10. Qkuptip, qnpohputp b hwpdwpwiipubp' Uhquy, Juwwpd,
qnipg, dwhwl, ywhw, Ytmhy, wpnp, onuuwwpwi, gutg, ninju:

1. Cpowlu dhywuyph wipupd wwpplip. uvwluy b (b,
gton, 16, wnpnip yumftipubipp: Stpuyynnd Gu punipjwu tpl-
nypltiph wwwnytpltpp' Jugowl, wudpl, Shwowi:

12, Ywl mwpwwntuwy vpwbn, qunuthwpugptp m junphp-
nupwuutp, npnup hhptigumd B whlyngpuwddwilp, husytiu tul
htiwgnyu nwntip:

13.  dwjnwwwwtputph th junwp unbindyl £ dudwuwyh m
nwpwonpjwil Wy Ynnuunpnyiwt tuyumwyny’ opwgniyg, wtnwu-
ph mt tpjuwywdwph pupnbqutp:

14. Utidwphy b unjjwp vpwuutpp: Unwbduwumd £ wnhtiqtp-
ph, twutwynpuwtiu Ywpuwohp hwdwuntmnipymup yuwwnmytipnnn
duynwpwunwyp, npp kiquiyh iplnype t:

dwynuyumnytiputiph glipyaumpnuwgnidp Yyyuynud B, np Qwy-
Jujuwi jEnuwfuwpp duwynwthnpugpdw huwgnyu ogwjuutinhg k:
Cuyng Uty duwynuthnpugpiut wjwunnyputipp hwpuwnbity B m
wuwhyuwyty tu hwqupudjulubn, husp yyuynud £ wyu ninpup wb-
wjwunipjwu b wupunhwwnnpjui dwuht:
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worship of time. The image of the Great Mother Goddess is of special
interest.

9. Transportation means (carriages, boats, sleighs) and structures
(irrigation nets, traps, guarding walls, plans of buildings).

10. Weapons, tools, and other devices - spear, quiver, mace, bludg-
eon, shield, hook, plow, lasso, and fishing net.

11. Elements of still nature such as mountains, rivers, lakes and
springs are rare, while the natural phenomena such as lightning, rain,
and rainbows dominate.

12. There are various symbols, resembling pictograms and signs
like archaic characters.

13. Certain groups of petroglyphs depict signs related to orientation
in time and space, similar to calendars, or landscape and sky maps.

14.  Solar symbols are also numerous. Among celestial bodies petro-
glyphs representing images of the Universe and the Milky Way in par-
ticular are most notable.

The exceptional concentration of petroglyphs testifies that the Ar-
menian Highland was one of the ancient centers of rock art. Traditions
of rock engraving were preserved and lasted during millennia, which
suggests that this practice was long lasting, continuous, and evolving.




Cwlnp Uhuntywa
ZUBUUSULL 414, APNL2R AULNRT (R.w. 3500-2400 pp.)

"R.ul. IV hwqupudjuyh Jruht Saywumnwunmd dwynpynd £ pu-
gunhy huptwnhy U hgnp th dwlnyp, npp gnyunbnd § wytgh put
Uty hwqupuduy b, qupquiugny, pungpynd £ hufuyuuu nw-
nuoputp’ gmupuwght UnyYuupg dhish bupuygty, Uplitguic Uuuan-
1hwyhg (Unthry) upugh Gbinpniwuia bpuis (Snnhu-etahl) wnwigpnid
niubiugny Cwglujuin jtmuwfuwphp, dwutwynpuwiu Upupuwywi
nuounp b upwt dpaulju wwfuwmuught gninht: dudwiiwluyhg 12
ytnnipgniiutmp mwpuoputmnid hwjwunywo wyu Wuynypep ghuw-
Jwu wpfuwphhu huywuh £ wwppbp wumtibpny: “putighg wnu
nwpuoywd b Ump-Upwpuywu b Chuquypyuit wigjwiunufutpp: Uju
wlnypep punpnyynid E tpipugnpowljui tunwljjug wninntunigyudp,
nph hwpmpuynp ptwluyuwyptpp juhn guigny dwolnud tu Suglju-
Juiu jmuufuwphh b hwpuyhg wwpwoputph wpguuin gtunuhn-
Yhwtutpp, pwdpumhp uwpuhwpptpp b pupdp muwht gnihttpp:
Jun ppnugh nuiph wphtinwjue pomp-puwuywyptphu hwenmy Ga
Ut hqnpnipgudp Wwnpuyhu stputnn, npnup npny Yugptpnid hww-
nud tu 12 b wytgh dtnptmh (Uyglew, Unfupwipinip, Unppniu-ptahb):
Uywnyphu punpny L hnud winymub dwpuwpuutnnggymiup: Swp-
nuiuunt b unjwquifuunt Yuijhg, Gunwwwpitph dhengny -
nuunuywd b wipbh wwy snpugywd hmd winyniuu wyu hhduwyuwiu oh-
twiynipt bp, nphg Ypunud Ehu wuphuwjutp, wwdwputn, puwytgh b
ninbuwui Jhtmipyniiutp, hhnpophudtupuju junnygutn b wyu:
Sutph- hhuptpp gupnud Ehin: gtunwpwiptiphg, Gtmpywd uad wiadul
pwquynhg (Chuquyhp, Swnhd, Ywpwg, Udhpuihu-gnpu b wyju):
Swpwdywd Ehn Yinp' 410 ¥ npuniwgony b nipuiilymie huwnuwljug-
ony phungymiubipn: Y tpehuitipt mutih hwipg, gtpuittluy wwihp,
huly ynp hunnuljugony ohunpinibutpn’ w/ Ynd puinuiljuy ghiuudp
JEunpnumy tpnhly, npp momd Ep nw jnuunpoipywiu b onuithnjunt-
Ppjwiu futmppltpp; p/ gpuitiudl wwnbp, npnip Ypnwd Ehu ujupgniu,
«hwquipupbiy whwh, tmtquh’ Jujwotah spuony wwnjwd nwiihp-
b (Chiuquyhp, Unfupupinip): Swnwljutpp nnthwingwd hnnhg Eh:

Ctitquilpp, Urnprivwluts Shengavit Yught bwle jujuwuyun, dhsh 10 uwd hwunmpudp (Chuquihp) L
wtmwywyph whupl General view of the central lupuhp Ubmpbud (“Lwpupthtlpht) hwnwlitp: q\pw‘llgllh[ b Ju-
onuupmlhg, operation from a kite, Yyt wunbpp nhynpunhy hwippuipdudp wylumdwgubyne n mwp-
F I e it o wanymutat alaunp gupudpnd ghtimpenian quipnupb
Chiuquiy hp, mwdwp, Shengavit, temple, qm‘uul[uuulnq u‘lmmh dhwulumum mhup‘u wzfumdmg‘u‘ﬂm Ollhumllmm
R, XXVIXXV 1. 2725 cc. BC (Chuquhp, Lufuhsuwiuh Unfupwpynip, Swuhy-ptaht b wyju):
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Unfupwpiop,
Yung wpéwiuhl,
L. XXIX-XXVII 1.

Cliuquu] hps,
wnynidh wpawuhy,
L. XXVII-XXV .

Cliuquu] hps,
wnudwpnnm wpdwuhl,

L., XXVIIXXV 1.

Cliuquu] hps,
ult thuy ignwd Juipwu,
Lo XXIX-XXVII py.

Mokhrablur, female figurine,

29127t cc. BC

Shengavit, figurine of a lion,
274-25% cc. BC

Shengavit, male figurine,
274-25% cc. BC

Shengavit,
black-polished karas,
29127t ¢c. BC

During the mid fourth millennium BC, a uniquely specific and power-

ful civilization which lasted over a millennium emerged and developed
in Armenia, encompassing a vast territory from the Northern Caucasus
to Israel, from Eastern Anatolia (Amid) to Central Iran (Godin Tepe),
with the Armenian Highland, especially the Ararat Plain with its sur-
rounding foothills, as one of its core regions. This civilization was uncov-
ered in as many as 12 modern countries and is known to the scientific
world under various names, of which Kura-Arax and Shengavit denomi-
nations are the most widespread. It is characterized by an agricultural
economy and thousands of settlements densely covering fertile river
basins, foothills, and even the high mountainous zones of the Armenian
Highland and neighboring regions. The artificial hill-settlements of the
Early Bronze Age in the plains are characterized by multiple architec-
tural layers, forming deposits as many as 12 meters deep or more as in
the case of Aygevan in the Ararat plain.

Mud-brick architecture is typical for this civilization. Made in wooden
molds out of clay mixed with straw and sand, and dried under the sun,
unbaked mud-bricks were the principal building material for fortress
walls, ritual buildings, houses, hydro-engineering constructions, etc. In
some cases, foundation walls were first laid with cobbles and boulders
(Shengavit, Harich, Karaz, Amiranis-Gora, etc.). Both round (4-10 me-
ters in diameter) and rectangular structures were built. The rectangular
houses had flat timber ceilings, while the round ones had a corbelled roof
construction with an opening in the center, similar to the Armenian eth-
nographic yerdik, which solved the issues of lighting and air-circulation of
the dwelling. The cylindrical walls were covered with a primitive version
of the hazarashen construction technique (dome-shaped ceiling made of
timber). Roofs were constructed with timber and twigs, covered with a
layer of reeds, and finally plastered with clay (Shengavit, Mokhrablur).
Floors were made of packed earth or were plastered, up to 10 cm thick
at Shengavit and red-colored at Gharakepek-Tepe in the Arax River ba-
sin. Bricks of different colors (yellow and dark grey) were laid in chess-
board patterns in order to give an aesthetic quality to the walls of houses
(Mokhrablur, Shengavit, Nakhijevan Kyul-Tepe, Yanik-Tepe, etc.).

Inside cultic buildings terra-cotta hearths were built in front of al- & &

tars, which was typical and exceptional to the Shengavit culture. They |
are close to one meter in diameter and 20 cm high. The interior of the
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Chiuqu hp, mwawph
wnpnipuiup b pughup,
L. XXVI-XXV .

Cliuquu]hp, Ynopwquipn,

ERE 2w XXVILXXV .

Synuiph, Yuiulnewn Gughty,
L. XXVIXXV g,

Jupnuytiy, Ubipabipliwtyuia

quitd, Yugunnp Jugh,
Lo, [V-II hwg.

Jupnuybty, Ubkipabipliwitywia
quidi, luught, L. V-1 hwg.

Jwuwdanph tipypughumw-
Gt puiigupui, funjugniu
opwatm, L. XXVIEXXV .

Shengavit, hearth of a
temple, 27%-25% cc. BC

Shengavit, pectoral,
27125t cc. BC

o @ . Gyumri, axe, 27"-25" cc. BC
¥ f

Vardashen, Yerevan-suburb
hoard, beak-shaped axe,
44314 mil, BC

Vardashen, Yerevan-suburb
hoard, axe, 4"-3" mill. BC

Regional Museum of
Vanadzor, ram-headed pin,
27%-25% ¢c. BC

Mupyunuiniupuwght Junnygutph utpumd, pughtubph wngl, qnun
stuquipyw Wwlnyeht pinpny, Whtsh Ukl dmnp npudwqony, utp-
phu nmwpuopp Uhgtuwyun-hwunwugmuutpny tptp dwuh pudwin]wd
U tnpuguuuatjui wunGtpitpn quipnuipdwd ppowtudt Gpudw-
nuiiutp Ehu: Upwiig tnn: hwymuwpbpyty Bu juiiwug b wnudwpg-
Yuig, gt b wuiguugnn Yrunwiihutiph' dhtph, Jutiph, giph
furyth wpéwtuhlfuty:

-0 hw nwipwopny puwluuwpbpp opowwyunywd thn puphg
(Chuquufpp, Fwnuh, Ptpuh, funphivhw' Runjwfup) U hnud wijnihg
(Unfupuwpinip, Synj-plahl, Snmwptpuntij) junmgywd: upwphuujut-
pny, wphtunwiljuts spuithnutpm (Gnpwipug, Uwglutytiph, Fuhqui-
p-gnpu): - Ubnpniului. punwpuntmpttpp, npntg punpny Ep
fuhun Junmguunnudp (Ciuguuhe, Unfupuppnp b wyju), spgwuguin-
Yo Ehu wppuyuwly-puwljunntmhutpny:

Chiuqupyuit Wuwnypn Ypnnubpu mubkgly Gu Ypnuwju pupn
hundwljuipg: Unjupwipip ptwujugph Ytunpnuwu dwund, 111-V
ohtwinuipuuit hnphgnuubipmud. pugyty | owwpunwpuowuu th
hnphifwop” Yuipop wmbhg yupwd, npnuiilymi hwwowljugony «uy-
wwpualyy (7,4x5,5, pupdpnipymin’ 6 u), nph wplity juit dwand npgus bp
4,0 U tpupmpyundp dhwlpnnp puquijumhg gnhwutmwiip: Lwpuytpn
Gunmyghis Yhg puagitn i Gunjulmn ghuntpmibdut, dnfupushnuty,
npnug Uty Yninwljly bht uppuquin Jpuuipuiiiiph dnfuhpp: Chuqu-
Uhp punupunntmpnnd hugwiwptpty G nnipt puqiiugehy Gnmpty,
perRowuyt opwju-Ypuupuintp: 2012 p. wmyty wuwynuwdntupuwha
U pupn hudwlupg” hwnmy Shuwlwin wpwpnnugymbiutph hudwp
twfuuntuywd nmnuinyniu hwnwugony ubywy, nph utpumd pug-
{tig Gwljuunp nightip puttnwiutpny quipnuinewd Gl pugh:
Unpw ypu widpugywo | tmty Ynmnph thwynt wpdwip: “Hhiwgn ppow-
Juytt wnpmpwit-Ypujupuiiu bpy, nph dnn pujud bp htmmdutph
quijupen, hul tunwpwih pu’ mebmh tngmiphg qnhwptpmp)uiu
qnnohpp: Yhuwgtmnuuthnp utitywl] wwiinn  wumpdwutphg wy fu-
Jujtun wjwquiiutp Bh, npnug by hwijwpty Ehu uppuquiu Ypuyh
Unfuhpp: Swibwpnu hwynuwptnytg duygpual Jujuhy-hdughy, npp, ph-
nlu, ppunthnt mwippbinuiyhy tpwu Bp: Cudwhph W ubiywlu ntutn
nuntuluiu punype: Muwpuudniupught hudwidw th junnyg wtmyy
L Nnynip hwy wypoud:

L punwipuanpuy pladurfuyptpp, wwawpubpp, wwphuugutpp,
quipqugud wphtwnwgnpompiup” Wnwugnpdneymty, pupgnp-
ompynit, futighigqnpémpniu, nbipunhy, ghint b quiptioph wipununpni-
pIntuutnp, wpwuwnpup, Yonh dhwutiauis hwidwupgp b wy) hwwn-
Juithyutm Yyuymd G obuquujpyuitt Wwlnypeh qupgugiwt pwpdnp
Uwljupnuyh dwuhu, npp plwynfuty bp punupuljpenygyui swip:
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Cliuquufh, Yuifuhy-hifwyhi,
Lo XXV-XXIV .

Uquipualy,
hn Yung wpéwhl,
L., XXIX-XXVII ).

Jwuwanph
tinypughnufjuu
pwliqupui, Jugnt plnp
wnnpnn Yung
hwppwpwnuny,

Lo XXIX-XXVII py.

Rnnuq, N2 nudpwpuip,
L. XXV 1.

Shengavit, pendant-amulet,
2524 cc. BC

Agarak, figurine of a pregnant
woman, 2927t cc. BC

Regional Museum of
Vanadzor, ceramic sherd
with a bas-relief image of a
praying woman, 29%-27 BC

Joghaz, burial N2, 25" c¢. BC

Hakob Simonyan Armenia in the Early Bronze Age (3500-2400 BC)

hearth typically has a clover shape, and its upper surface is covered with
geometric decorations. Human female, male, and animal figurines, includ-
ing horses, dogs, bulls, and rams, were uncovered close to those hearths.

Occupying areus between 1 and 10 hectares the settlements were
surrounded with fortress walls of stone (Shengavit, Garni, Persi, Khore-
nia - Javakhq) and mud-brick (Mokhrablur, Geoy-Tepe, Gudabertka) as
well as with artificial moats (Norabats, Kvatskhelebi, Khizannat-Gora).
Densely built central towns (Shengavit, Mokhrablur etc.) were sur-
rounded by satellite settlements.

People of the Shengavit culture had developed a complex religious
system. In the central part of the Mokhrablur settlement, an example
of ritual monumental architecture was uncovered. It was a 6 meter high
rectangular tower built of hard tuff stones with a four meter high vertical
basalt stela erected on the platform on top of the tower. Adjacent to the
stone foundation of the tower mud-brick structures and ash-pits were
uncovered, where the ash from the sacred hearths was gathered. At the
site of Shengavit, numerous tufa idols as well as terra-cotta hearths were
uncovered. In 2012, a cultic complex was discovered - a rectangular room
for special ritual activities, in the center of which, a clay altar decorated
with relief ornaments on the front was found. A wooden statue of an idol
was affixed into the altar, and goblets for libations were placed in front of
the heart. To the right from the stairs leading to the semi-subterranean
room of the shrine, two clay-packed basins were found, in which the ashes
from the sacred fire were kept. A phallic pendant-idol was found in the
shrine, which was probably the identifying symbol of the priestess. The
adjacent room of the complex reflects household activities. A similar cul-
tic complex was found at the site of Pulur (Sakyol).

These settlements with features of urbanization, temples, fortress-
walls, the advanced crafts of metalworking, lapidary, pottery produc-
tion, textiles, wine and beer production, transportation, standard sys-
tem of weights, and other characteristics testify to the high level of
development of the Shengavit culture.




Culnp Uhuntywi

Quywumwup dhohu ppnagh pupnid (L.w. 2400-1500 ppe.)

Luwpuyundp,

Ut nudpwiiwpinip,
N wquiquIpIy GuIuIRE,
Lo XXI-XXI 1y

YJuwuwdanp, Uppuyufui
nudpwiiwpnip,
quyjupe, XXI-XIX 1.

Qarashamb,

The Big Kurgan,
embossed and engraved
goblet, 234-22 cc. BC

Vanadzor, Royal kurgan,
goblet,
21519 cc. BC

C, wywunwuh unghwy-Wulnipuyht, huswtu twl punupuluu
Wpuupnid L. w. III hwqupudjuyh Ytuhu mbnh tu mubumy jun-
onn thnthnjunpnitutn: Suwjjufwi jEnuwjuwnphh YEunpnuwlwi
U hynwhuwgh ppowtiutipnud. hwununymd b Jun nudpwwp-
Iniputiph b gmuwqupy Juligtmtiuh dywynypubpp Ypnn hunypn-
wuw gtmwjudpbp: Sutntuwuw funp quwdwd wuypnn ptuguy-
pjwl unghw)-vpwynipuwyht punhwinpnpmunp hymqynud £: GYynp
U wtmwpuhy wwpptiph dhwanynmdhg owgnd B snpu wqquiyhg'
Jupdhpptipnyui, vbwu-wpgujuwu, potmp-ywuwanpwu U Jup-
Uhpyuipjut htwghnww Gwynypubpp: tpwip hwintu quny
nputiu wqquihg Wwlnypubph fundp, qpunbgunud tu Suyjujui
Jtmtwyfuwphh gplipt nne wwpwopp” Nipthw, wtw b Uhwiw |6b-
nh wnjuquiiitinh thguluypp b hwpulhg nwpwoputip, pughnuy
uhsl Uty Unyjuuyw jimuwpnpui: b mwppbpnpnt obuguy-
pjwl Wwlnyph, thoht ppnugh nuph wnunbunipniund glipuly-
nmu tp whwubwwwhmpyniup: “bpwe dwuhu G Yugmd ny dhug
nujpupwiwfui wnptpp, wjk dtdwpwuwl nudpwpwiwngw)-
wtnp, npnup Juqunud Gu dtiq huwynuh hnpwpdwitiph 70%-p: w-
Juutnwunud (Ghppht Gwytiph nudpwpwtwnw)n) hwuwuny by Gu
nuntqugywd dhtph qnhwptpnipjui yunuwgnyu ophuwlutypp £hu
Upltyjuu dywnyputnh hwudwnbpunm (L.w. XX 1.):

Uhoht ppnugh nuph nintungjw thy Yupbnp ntp Ehu fuwunnud
uwl nuquuywi hwynn wpyuwiputipnp: 8tmuyhu wnweunpputph
b wjwquunt dtmppnud hujuywluwu dhgngutin thu Ynunwlyynid,
nph htmbiwipny wphtunutiph b wpytunh dwn jrwt wiiwjuwn iy
wnwepupwg b wpdwuwgpynud: Cuywunwin utipgpuyymd £ unp
abwynpynn dhowqquyhtt wnbnph hudwgwugnud, nph dwup G
YYyuynud whpdwuph wnwpluutiph, gtuptiph b putjupdtp dtnw-
nt uywuph Uk udwumpiniup Unwywynp Uuhwfuwu Yaunpnuub-
nhg huynuwptipquo huwghnwlwi wpnbduljmutph hton:

Swpuupuyttnuu ditpnd juyt mwpuomd Gu unwund
nnuuyniu hwnwfugony Junnygutpp (qtphy phhk, Utiow-
unp, Upnwpwlh plpnpbu): Gbudpwpuiiutippn twjuwntugmd Gu
wbhwnujuwt punmuutiph hwdwp: Gughgyuyutipht hnnhu Ehn
huidumd Yoywd Ypgnypubtpny. wnudwpniuig' wy, Juuwug'
dwfu Ynnph Ypw wunfuwo nhppny: Lhpuwuuwydh dwhwgud w-
nudutmhtt nhwihqmud Eh: Uju dtup, huywtiu b jubipuaut wpfuwp-
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Eouthwohu, uniutip,
Lo XX-XIX .

Luwipupudp, Uko
nudpwtwpnip, wwuywy,
Lo XXI-XXII gy

“Utipphtt Guntip, opwutnp
qqupy, L. XX-XIX n1.

Echmiadzin, long sword,
20%-19t cc. BC

Qarashamb, The Big Kurgan,

necklace, 23'4-22 cc. BC

Nerqin Naver, pin head,
201-19% cc. BC

M ajor changes occurred in the social-cultural and political life of Ar-
menia by the mid 3rd millennium BC. In the central and northern re-
gions of Armenian Highland tribes traditions speaking Indo-European
languages and carrying of the early kurgans and painted pottery were
settled down. The Shengavit social-cultural community underwent a deep
economic crisis and collapsed. As a result of a merger of newcomers with
native elements, four kin archaeological cultures emerged, named by ar-
chaeologists Karmir-berd, Sevan-Artsakh, Trialeti-Vanadzor and Karmir-
Vank cultures. That cluster of related cultures occupied almost the entire
Armenian Highland - the territory between the lakes Urmia, Van and Se-
van and neighboring areas up to the Great Caucasus ridge. Cattle breed-
ing became predominant in the economy of the Middle Bronz Age, which
differentiate it from the Shengavit culture. Faunal remains and also the
predominance of cemeteries that form 70% of the known archaeological
sites of Armenia suggest a high level of pastoral mobility at that time. In
the cemetery of Nergin Naver in Armenia the earliest (24th-22rd cc. BC)
examples of sacrificed horses in the Near East were uncovered.

Military activities played an important role in shaping the Middle
Bronze age society and its economy. Vast wealth was accumulated in
the hands of social elites due to which an unprecedented development
of crafts and art was recorded. Armenia was involved in the network of
newly forming international trade which is testified by numerous par-
allels in ornaments, weapons and precious metal table-wares with the
artifacts found from major ancient Near Eastern sites.

Buildings with rectangular plans become widespread (Uzerlik Tepe,
Metsamor, Arsharak berdshen) in settlement architecture.

The majority of burials were intended for single inhumations. The
deceased were buried in flexed position — males on the right and females
on the left side. Deceased members of elite were cremated. This rite was
similar to Hittite traditions, which was the privilege of elites and priest-
hood. The main funeral construction was a burial mound covered with a
stone shell and surrounded by a stone circle and rectangular burial cham-
ber sometimes with underneath the mound (kurgan) a rectangular burial
chamber, sometimes with rounded corners, was located. The chamber
could be an earth pit, rock carved, or a chamber with built stone walls.
The diameter of royal burial mounds reaches 50 m, the depth - up to 7 m (1
and the surface of burial chambers up to 150 square meters. The crema-
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Cuinp Upunyua

Ulippht Gulip,
qmuwqupy Jujwunputiph
npugubip’ dhtiph,
pwpuydtiph b pngniuutiph
wunnltiputipny,

L.m. XIX-XVII .

‘Ulipphtt Gunftip,
gmiuwqupn uwthnp dhliph
tipunfwljh wunnytipny,
L., XIXXVII .

utnpht U,
g, lunjwiinpibp,
. XIX-XVII .

- qin Naver, painted

poi tery details with images
M o'orses, ibex and birds,
i 1_9“‘—18“‘ cc. BC

Nerqin Naver, painted jar
with the image of a herd of
horses, 19%-18t cc. BC

Nerqin Naver, painted
pottery, 19-18" cc. BC

Iy 35

dlph Gunjtip,
nufpwpuiunw)nh
Qhtnpniljwi hunnywop,
L.w. XX-XVII ny.

‘Glipphtt ‘Gunjlip, NN1-5
nuifpwpu

punhwnip wkupp,
Lo XXIIXX q ™

i
page 35 L
... Verin Nave tral part

=

of the necropolis,

200475 cc. BC.

Nerqin Naver,
burial NN1-5 general view,
(': 1
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Jlipht Luytp,
Ulippht Sk,
gnitwquipn uwthnputip,
Lo XIX-X VI .

‘Uhippht ‘Luybp,
ult thuyigywd Yupuu,
Lo XXI-XX ny.

Culnp Uhtuntywn Quyuwunwiip dhohu ppnugh nupma (L.w. 2400-1500 pp.)

Verin Naver,
Nerqin Getashen,
painted jars,
191-18% cc. BC

Nerqin Naver,
black-polished karas,
220-20% cc. BC

hnud, wjuquum b ppdtiph detwgunphtu Ep: (Gundwu hhduwfu
Junnygp nudpwiupympl bp' Juquijwd pupt qpuihhg, upu ww-
nuqony punpywd Ypndjtfuhg b jrumpnuwlu dwunud thnpgwo my-
nuilyniy, ppbdu §inpugnn wymuubpny hhduwhnnuyht, dwnw-
thnp Jud pupuwyun wuntipny nudpwtwfugtphg: Upupuwyuljut
nuipwiupdptph wpunfwghop hwuund 50 W, fjunpmpgymup’ 7 d,
nupwtiwupwhiitiph dwltiptiup® 150 pu: Cwywunwup' dhohtt ppnt-
qh nuph Ytpuwuugh qpudpupututipnd huungwo phwlhquwi
otup, hujuywlw yuhtpp, dnju, wyn pYnud twb nulju b wpdwph
uwuwupp, utpundywd pudwbnp, dupnuht qnhwpbpnipynivutnn
hudwnpiph B pulipuu b dhowgnpjuwu wppuywjui nudpw-
npuuttph: Uuwu pudpupwibp wtmyty Gu (@ntmpnd, Uwpunln-
whnd, Uuquuhh hndumd, Rujwfupnd, Upnianwd, Uwghujwunmd,
Luwpuyudpmy, dwtwanpnud, Ghippht Gugbpnud b wyjnip:

Rugunhy L 2npwg pupbp (Lwpwhnug) hnpupawip Uhuhwu
punuph unwm: Cpowuwal b ninhn qony pwpquo dkuhhputiphg
punuguwd pupninh dgymu b hwpnipuynp dtonptip: ipng ghwn-
uwluuutiph Jupohpny' wju il § huwgnyu wunnunhnmwpuu b
udw E hngwjuynp Upnniuhtiught:

Quyuunwith' thoht ppnuigh nuiph dywympuyhtt dwnwugnijejnt-
up, Yhpunwju wptunh b gtmupyunwuut dhnwnugnponigyuu
(tnnplinhlu) Upputuguly ginfugnpongutipp hwy dnnnypnh puguu-
nuipyuil untmowgnponyzjuis wiitiwywn totphg b, tpp gtmp uwntm-
dwignnd nght wnnplnud | wiuutgh mdqunpjundp’ Yapuntyny wpytump
qmiugnpongitip’ nngnpujwd puppupnuwljwis Jhnpgudp (dwtwén-
np htpunhy nhppmy wymdttph pupdpupuitnultpm] b Gntmph
Unluwh wunntpny, puilupdtyp puptpny puntjmayud nubju, Sw-
puguiniph m Unpmiljeuih wipdwpt njwquiquipng quifwgiitpn, npnug
Ypu wunyipjuo tu hugtpnuyuuu phgupuumpyuu hwgnyu
wupty): Auquwquit B qupntpt mwhptwiiph wnwpljutpp opw-
utmutp, wywpuiywuity, dwywlutn, nyniuputp, Gupdwunubp, hw-
Jimhubip U wyj, npnup wuwnpuunywo Bu nuyjmg, wpowgehg, ppoghg,
Yhuwpwiuljwpdtp puptiphg (uwpnhnt, hwuwhu, ghoty, ouhpu, opup-
nhwt b wyju), puquwgnyu wwunig b hwjubwwunig: Yhpunwlju
wnytunnid wnwiwduwhuwwnmy E wnjhjupnd b dntinfupnd gmuwqupn
Jutigtmtiup, nph quppuitwfupt hp gmitwjuwnny b wpnwhuwywswljw-
unmpyudp punhniyy dnnbund  gtmwtjupgmpywup (Gtpphu Guytph,
(ontmph b Hunupbith hhnphwitmp, Ljuph, Uwwpuwh, Upméh uw-
thnputp U wyju): Stmupyunwuu pupapupdtp wdmpubn G uwbl
ull thuyjtigwd, ntghtip gnwhutipny b Gtanwguip: quipruitiufugtpnyg
wnputnp, npnup gqnitwquiny futigtmtiuth htwn thwuht juqul B ut-
nuith mnuwlw uwywupp:
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Uliphts Ut
untutip, L. XX-XIX 1.

Eoudhwohu, gnitwquipn
uwthnp, L. XVI-XVI .

Uliphts Ut
utipuinmoywd gnitwqupn
quyup, L.w. XX-XIX ny.

2nnuwg pupbip, Whtwpuntip,

Lo XX-XVII ny.

Nerqin Naver,
long sword, 20"-19* cc. BC

Echmiadzin,
painted jar, 1716 BC

Nerqin Naver,
imported painted goblet,
201-19% cc. BC

Zorats Qarer, menhirs,
20%-18™ cc. BC

Hakob Simonyan Armenia in the Middle Bronze Age (2400-1500 BC)

tion rituals of the Middle Bronze Age elites, huge sizes of burials, splendid
wares including gold and silver, imported gifts, and human sacrifices are
comparable to Hittite and Mesopotamian royal tombs. Such burials were
excavated at Trialeti, Martkopi, Alazani valley, Javakheti, Aruch, Maisian,
Karashamb, Vanadzor, Nerqgin Naver and elsewhere.

The site of Zorats Karer (also known in mass media as Karahunj) near
the city of Sisian is of extreme interest. Monumental stone fences consist-
ing of stelas standing in circles and straight lines extend over hundreds of
meters. Certain non-archaeologist scientists suggest that this site was an
ancient observatory and compare it to the famous Stonehenge in England.

The Middle Bronze Age cultural heritage with its splendid master-
pieces of applied arts and artistic metalwork constitutes is one of the most
brilliant pages in the history of Armenian civilization when the creative
spirit of the people bursts with immense power giving birth to master-
pieces of art full of barbaric splendor (golden goblet with bas-reliefs of lions
in heraldic postures from Vanadzor, another from Trialeti with double
walls inlaid with precious stones; embossed silver goblets from Karashamb
and Koruktash depicting ancient Indo-European mythological themes).
The amazing variety of objects of applied arts include pins and brace-
lets, necklaces, beads, buckles, mirrors etc., made of gold, silver, bronze,
semi-precious stones (cornelian, jasper, gagate, onyx, obsidian etc.), multi-
colored glass and faience beads. Polychrome and monochrome pottery
occupied a distinctive place in artistic production. Its colorful composi-
tions and expressive designs attest to the development of the art of paint-
ing (Nerqin Naver, Trialeti and Getashen vases, vessels from Elar, Aparan,
Aruch etc.). Black burnished vessels decorated with relief belts and dotted
ornaments are valuable artistic examples, which, together with painted
pottery made up splendid festive tablewares.
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J hcUNUuNG-NILE

Utidwiinp, Y hpwiwjwilynpnn,
L., XVIEXVI .

Metsamor, vishap stone stela,
1716 cc. BC

UJU hupuwmnhwy Ynpnnubpp hwwnny Gu nf Sugujuu (tmuwy-
Juwphh Wulnypht: dhpfuwph’ dhugh 6 U pupdpnipeudp, Whwlunnp
puquynhg Jipunywd wpdwuitnp, npnug dnnnympnu wagul £ yp-
owwutp, mtmunnyty Gu puwui b wphbunwuu opuyuquiiuiph n
wnpnipubph wyniuputmph dnn b junphpywtyly Gu nwptpph wiuwud
mdtnp, puniejul quipenupp, wunwptpnygniu, wnwnngyniu: $hyw-
wuynpnnutp Gu npyty twb pudpupuiitph dky: Upuip, hwdwiw-
puip, funphpruinty b Jipustiunh qunuiwpp: Cun U, Upbnjuiip'
Uhguagatpp bty G huglwiljwin wwuptmuh uhpn, wunupbpne-
pjwl b optiph wunwonhnit’ Uunnhly (Yapytann, Upnnhnt) nh-
gnthmu: G. Luwthwugyuwuh Jupohpny' npuip dwpfuwynpty B huyng
Utintunn U hwpnigymtt wnting wuunuonpjuiip” Upu $tmtighyhu:

Y hpwwyquynpnnutph yunugny ophtwljubp mubu ajuwljtny
hpwi, (npn djuup punpny ko qniu, ntghtd wyptp, junhlutp b n-
nuyutp: Ujuwhuh Ynpnnutph thnph ypu hwiwju yunlbpywo Gu
qnhuptipyud gjh' ndunpwd tmgymplitpny qmijup, Wnppehu’ Ybp-
onyputpny: (pytu Juunu' gjiph ptipwuhg oph ohpeln tu hnunud,
hgp oipwmnud £ yhywwutiph winynipyniup 9ph wmnuptin nudh htan:

Lwnwlnn jud puqiwuhuwm, tppbdu nwh Yhp juyuwgnn Yn-
pnnutpp pYuqgpymu tu wytgh ny: Upwg qifuh ypu «ggyuo»
qnhwiptinjwd gih unpeht’ gnijup wh Ynnunud, tnbh Jbpenypubnp
U wngp' Wniu Ynyunud: Uw htinwbiwiph Yipupowng pdwic huwgniga
thnpdatiphg b: Uju Ynpnnubtph ypw hwiughwynud Gu bwlb poymiutitinh
pupipupwinulutn: Gwjuwnbuywo tu tmby pnnp Ynnutinhg nh-
nbqm hwdwp' funphpuintny wunupbpnpjui wpwlu uljhg-
pp: Uhty wydd hwynuwptipdl £ vh pwuh nwuywy yhywwuyn-
pnn “tmudw jEnutpmy, Ulwuw [6h hjnuhu-wpbbyjuu whh,
Upwqud (tmwt hupuuyht juiughty, Rwywjupmd” wpwiw [6h
wthht nt fupud gnh wjwquiind, Upntuhpnd b wyjnip:

Chu Suywuwnwith pudtiutpujuin tnph b hwuwwpujuljwu huljuw-
Juowu) wpfuwnwiuph wpgquuhp b Upuguo jmw nn9 hwpujuyhu
Juop dwodlnn opupuwpfuhy hwdwupgp: W, hujwwpup, uful §
auwnpyly wipunwmpnn wuntunpgut dudwuwlutphg, uvwfuy bw-
Juinptu hwdwypyty b gnpoty £ ppnugh m Jun tpyuieh dudwiiw-
Juppowtiitinud: Curdwihpp punfugud E nwuiywy dbd nt thnpp wp-
htmuwnuwui pwlutphg b gpuip dhjjwig htn juwnn gpuiugputmh
puwipn, hwdwljwinghg, npnup huwpuynpniegyniu Eht pudtmmd duhwyut-
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Yuyng Anp, Yhywwjwlnpnn,
Lo XVI-XVI .

Vayots Dzor, vishap stone
stela, 17"-16™ cc. BC

’I;lese unique monuments are distinct and peculiar to the culture of the

Armenian Highland. The vishaps (dragon stones), are huge monolithic stelas
of basalt, up to 6 meters tall, which were erected amid natural and artificial
lakes and springs, symbolizing the unruly elements of nature, awakening
of nature, fertility, and abundanu. Vishap stones were put inside burials
as well, probably symbolizing reincarnation. According some scholars, the
vishaps were dedicated to the goddess of love, fertility and waters — Astghik
(Derceto, Aphrodite). Still others considered them as monuments dedicated
to the dying and resurrecting deity — Ara the Beautiful.

Early examples of vishaps have a fish-shaped body, a big head, accentu-
ated eyes, gills and flippers typical to the Wels catfish, Silurus glanis. Bodies
of these monuments are often engraved with bull’s heads with schematized
horns. Most often, water is depicted flowing out of the bull’s mouth, indicat-
ing the relationship of vishapswith vital power of the water. Later rectangular
megaliths were sometimes engraved with images of the fell of a sacrificed bull
— the head on one side of the stela and the lower extremities and the tail on
the other side. There are also bas-reliefs of birds on these monuments, which
were intended to be seen from all sides. To date, several dozen vishap stones
were found in the Gegham Mountains, on the north-eastern shore of Lake
Sevan, on the southern slope of Mt. Aragats, on the Parvana Lake shore in
Javakhgq, in the basin of the Khrami River, in Syunik, and elsewhere.

Networks of canals and water reservoirs built in the vicinity of vishaps
on the southern slope of Mt. Aragats testify to the achievements of the an-
cient inhabitants of Armenia in hydro-technical engineering. Artificial irriga-
tion, which possibly began during the Late Neolithic, was further developed
in the Bronze and especially during the Iron Age. The irrigation network
discovered on the slope of Aragats consists of a dozen large and small artifi-
cial lakes and of a complex system of canals, enabling the use of snowmelts
and rainwater in the Aragatsotn foothills and meadows, as well as in the
arid lowlands of the Ararat Plain. Some scholars have hypothesized that this
water distribution system is depicted on a map-like rock carving found at
Metsamor. These remains demonstrate the exceptional knowledge and skills
of ancient builders of irrigation networks who managed the distribution of
water resources along the slopes of the mountain by building reservoirs in
specific locations that continue to feed into canals filling other reservoirs pre-

served for thousands of years to the present day (Qare Lich - Stone Lake).

Vishap stones were also erected on the shores of these artificial lakes.
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Sardarapat, vishap stone stela, s ]

3.2 mill. BC

Metsamor, the Aragats
mountain irrigation system,
4h-2h mill. BC

Sardarapat, fish-shaped vishap
stone stela, 34-2" mill. BC
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Yerevan, vishap stone stela,
1716t cc. mill. BC

Shamiram The map of an

irrigation system in Geghama
Mountains, 4"-2% mill. BC

Yerevan, fish-shaped vishap
stone stela, 34-2" mill. BC

Vank Lake, fish-shaped vishap
stone stela, 31-2" mill. BC
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CU3UUSULL NG AMNGRP Y, U9, YUk HULGEMORT
(L.w. 1500-800 pp.)

C, wywunwith’ whoh ppnugh nuiph Wwynypp Lynpmghnt quip-
quguw wpryniupnd thnjuwphuymd £ ny ppnugh nuph dhwutw-
Jui tpwynypny: Uju punpnpynmd £ punwpltinh, ptpngotutph, Ynpn-
nuyht Gwpunupuytnnipyut juwyt mwpuwodudp, hwuwpuyneyui
pupdpwugnyu wumhtwuht Juuquwo wppwubph b wppuwhyutph,
upwg opowuwnnng wqujwlwunpyu b wphtunwywpd nwquhy-
tbiph nuup Jugiwynpuiwdp, wpownpoipiud, dwutwygnpuugbu®
Unwnugnponpjut ptwquyunnd unpugnyu wtifutninghwib-
nh Yhpuntwdp, wmwntiph wnwehtt wdnyubiph tplw quyny (Lbphu
Lwytp, Cwdhpud, Munpp): Cugfujui jEnuwuwphnd, ubpunjuy
twl Ywjubphuwnud (Lpwuwnwi), wuhupu' thoht ppnugh nuph
gmuwuqupy Jutigtmtiuth nuwpwodwt nno wptwnud, hwunwmynd
£ m ppntigh nuiph dhwnhw Wulnypep' quptpp, qupntipp, gnp-
dhputipp b Yiugunuyh hptipp pugunhyy unyunpjudp Ypyuynd Gu
Uhdjwughg hwpynmpuynp Yu hinwynpnipjudp guynn hnpwpawi-
utpnud: Unwiuduwygtiu hqnp Yainpnuutp Gu duwynpynd Upwgw-

Lawptiu, «wpliughu
hudwlupghy dwupuytpm,
L. XHX .

Lupupudp, hwnjud
quufpupuiiwunhg,
L. XVXII .

Lchashen, model symbolizing
the Solar System,
1119t cc. BC

Qarashamb,
part of necropolis,
15%-13% cc. BC

Jwuwdanph tipypughumw-
Juit putigupui, nupniyu,

Lo XV-XII nyy.

Lauwpli, npruruuy),
Lo XV-XIV .

Hakob Simonyan

ARMENIA IN THE LATE BRONZE AND EARLY IRON AGES

(1500-800 BC)

Regional Museum
of Vanadzor, dagger,
15%-13" cc. BC

Lchashen, funeral wagon,
15%-14% ¢cc. BC

Glinupnw, wwawph puphw-  Gegharot, temple,
unip wtupp, L. XV-XIV . 15-14" cc. BC

Qupdhu, dtuwpup,
Lo XVI-XV ).

Harzhis, Menhir,
1715 cc. BC

A process of sociocultural homogenization developed in the Armeni-

an Highland during the transitional period from the Middle to the Late
Bronze Age. The latter is characterized by the spread of towns, fortified
settlements, and monumental architecture across the landscape. Funer-
ary monuments and related assemblages of artifacts together with site
patterns testify to the development of a hierarchically organized society
led by priests and kings, lords, and elites supported by a developing mili-
tary class. The homogenous culture of the Late Bronze Age was spread
throughout different zones of the Armenian Highland and Kakheti (Geor-
gia). Across this broad expanse, weapons, ornaments, tools, and house-
hold items displaying exceptional similarity to one another were found
at sites located hundreds of kilometers away from each other. Within this
area, large fortified towns and related cemeteries were built in Aragatsotn
(Verin Naver, Metsamor, Oshakan, Ujan, Shamiram), Sevan Lake basin
(Lchashen), Artsakh (Arajadzor), Utiq (Khanlar), Gugark (Vanadzor, Lori
Berd), Shirak (Horom, Harich, Artik), Upper Hayq, and elsewhere.
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Culnp Uhunuywt Quyuwunwiip m) ppnugh b qun bpljueh puptpoa (L.w. 1500-800 pp.)

Lawptt, tplthnn qujup,
Lo XV-XIV .

Lawplits, gih wipéwiuhly,
Lo XV-XIV .

Lchashen, incense burner,
15%-14% ¢cc. BC

Lchashen, figurine of a bull,

15"-14" cc. BC

oninunid (Lphu Guytip, Ukdwdnp, Opwluwi, Myw, Cundhpud),
Ul 16h wjwquiumd (Lawptu), Upgwjund (Unwywanp), Mwnp-
pnud (fuwiqup), Smquppmu (Lwuwanp, Lonh pbpy), Chpuynud
(Snnn, Cwnhd, Upphy), Pupap Cugpnid b wyjni: Cwgljuui jimw)-
fuwphh gtmtmh b gtmuyht dhunpanfutiph dhwanyiu hnbwpn,
npnugmu gtipuiuynnp hunbypnyuwlw Epuhl wwppu bp, dbwynp-
Ynid B wnwehtt hgnp wtnmwuu Juquwynpoidutpp” Ephmihi,
Cuywuw, Uhinwuht, Updb-Cnipphwt b wyju:

Cuywunnwiup hhu wpjuwphh wju nmwpwodwypywnbtinhg L, np-
wtm dwqly b dhudnpyty Bu wdpuphtimpuu uyqpoiipubipp: Auw-
Jujuyptpt wpunwpht Yunwughg qtpd wwhtgm b dwiwwwphutpp
huljnnmpjut ] wnun bwyunwyny hgnp Wuwpuwuynpwutph
Junmguwi uyjgpniipp Swywumwiund uyhqp L wnumd Jun ppnugh
nupny, uwfuyu Yupsuwuwytiu dbwdnpynud b jugu hpwnnod
L unnwiunud n1) ppnugh nuipnd; hhup nutyny hwy Wwynypht fuhun
punpn) «ghynuyuiy» Yngnn wipngutmph Jud phipgotutiph dwlyny-
ph: Mpwup niutiu 3-7 pwpp opswwuphuwubipn b qpuntigunud tu
40-60, hulj wnwudhu nhwplipnid 100 hw-hg wytgh wwpwop (Unw-
Ju ptipy): Sagjuju jtmuwpuwphh gpliph nn9 wmwpwopp dwoy-
ynut £ ptipnptiutiph fuhwn guiugny (hwynth £ uh putth hwpgmp ptpny-
otiu), npnup YJunmgyty G puwuwuhg ndjupudwmstyh Yuyptpod.
ltmitiph pupdpuhp wigtiphy, Yntwdl pimputiph quiquptityphl,
ttip Ynnuhg wimunufunp Yhpatpny spgwujuinyws hpfuiinwiib-
nh Ypw: Atipnptiutiph punpny hwnuinhputinhg Gu ntghtiph puatmwo
huwpuwynpnipyniiubtinh wnwy tjugnyu ogunwugnponup, wwphuwub-
nh b dmwnptiph wdpugnufu ninquinniu npduwhbgbinny, ntiwh thy-
Uwptipn mwunn Gudthhu dhisl jnp oupp wwphuwubiph hhdunudp:
MNuuntiph yuwhwwywo pupapnipyniup hwuund £ 7 | ((@0he), hwu-
nnipyniup’ 6 U (Uninfuiu ptipy, Ohotmuwuptpng b wyib):

Swiwpwlwi hwdwhputip o ybinyty dYhunud b Ukidwdnpnid:
“WJhuh uppwpuiiubpnud hwymuwpbpy by Gu ppowyuyhg Yhunuh-
tiph b plpusuthulw ntihtd phgmputpnyg qupnupjws my-
nuulmu nwunwl-gnhwpwtp, npnug wngl Junyty L wpty
Jpwy: Ukidudnph mwdwpmud pugqud Juywltpm, wnnpughwh
nhppny wwppbp ddmpywu dwpnulbpy pwnwlutpp funphp-
nuiply Gu hugp, duwgp U npph tnudhwunipywp:

Y ipuwuwy h pudpupuutpt niutiu dhigh 50 ¢ mpudwgony b
2 U pwpapnipyudp pupwhnnuyht pudpwitwpdpbn, npnug Yaunpn-
twu dwund ninpuianiu hunwljugony, jhuwgnuwthnp nud-
putiwupwhutp ” Junmgywd duljunugh dwutpp hwpptgpus
nnidli b puquiynt huljw puptinhg: “puwiup niutigh) B hugwbu ninhy
oupquo wunbip b giputiw-uwjupwpuyh pupn owdltp (Lawyku,
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dwupuybtpw,
L. XV-XIV 1.

Metsamor, weight with
cuneiform inscription of
Babylonian king Ulam-Buri-
ash, 16M-15" cc. BC

Lchashen, model of a chariot,
15%-14% ¢cc. BC

Hakob Simonyan Armenia in the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages (1500-800 BC)

Initially small polities merged into larger socio-political units, such as
Etiuni, Hayasa, Mitanni, and Arme-Shubria, which politically controlled
large areas of the Armenian Highland and were united mostly by the Indo-
European element. The western and southern borderlands of the Arme-
nian Highland dominated by the Hittite Empire and Mitanni Kingdom.

The Armenian Highland was one of regions of the ancient world where
the principles of fortification characteristic of mountainous areas were de-
veloped. In order to protect settlements and control access, the building of
huge fortress walls started locally in the Early Bronze Age, and continued
through the Middle Bronze Age (Ashtarak Berdshen). It was in the Late
Bronze Age, however, that the principles of highland military architecture
were implemented on a larger scale and became represented by the so-
called “cyclopean” fortresses and fortified settlements, which are so typical
of the Armenian culture. They featured between three and seven concen-
tric fortress walls and occupied up to 40-60 hectares of land, and in certain
cases, over 100 hectares (fortress of Motkan). Almost the entire territory
of the Armenian Highland was covered with a dense net of fortified settle-
ments (over several hundred fortified settlements are known today) which
were established in naturally protected areas — on the high slopes of moun-
tains, the tops of hills, and promontories surrounded by deep canyons. One
of the salient characteristics of fortified settlements was a maximum use
of the features of natural relief, which were supplemented by fortification
walls, and entrances defended by rectangular towers and buttresses. The
preserved height of the walls reaches up to 7 meters (Tghit) with thickness
up to 6 m (fortress of Motkan, Tsitsernakaberd, etc.).

Temple complexes were excavated at Dvin, Metsamor and Gegharot.
In the sanctuaries of Dvin, rectangular terracotta standing-altars were un-
covered. Those are decorated with zoomorphic and geometric relief figures
with a sacred fire burning in front of them. In the temple of Metsamor,
anthropomorphic clay statues of various sizes depicted in poses adoration
of symbolized a divine trinity.

Burials of the elites have stone-earthen burial mounds up to 50 me-
ters in diameter and 2 meters in height. In the central part, rectangu-
lar, partially subterraneal burial chambers were dug out with walls built
of tufa and basalt slabs, flattened on the facing side the chamber. These
burials featured both vertical walls covered with timber roofs (Lchashen,
Verin Naver), as well as walls gradually narrowing in the upper part (false
dome), and constructions covered with single or multiple flat capstones
(Verin Naver, Shamiram). The walls of burial chambers were covered with
carpets and mats, as well as valued fells of animals (the hide with horns and

hooves still attached). The cromlechs (stone circles surrounding the burial

mound) were constructed of stones not locally sourced but brought from
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Metsamor, necklace,
15%-14% ¢cc. BC

cylinder seal of the
Babylonian King Kurigalzu
with hieroglyphic
inscriptions, 15"-14* cc. BC

Jdlipht Guytp), wuwbu £ wunhtwuwpwn ptwh Ytp utmwgnn
wuwwbp (4tmd pwn) b dhwlfunp vuytipny owodyywd Junmgywop-
utp (Lbpht bwybp, Cwdhpund): Gwdpwuwupuwhutph wumbpp
odwdwd tu tmty gqnpglpny, Jupytnubtpny, Jeugwuhutph pu-
Jundtip Unpehutpny: Swwnnily ppwd glnwpwptipny ahwynpty
b Ypnujtuutpp, npnughg uyhqp Gu wnunud ntgh pudpwiwupwh
plpnipjudp hounn nudpwuwdnunptp (pprdnu): Sudpupuuutph
suithtipp, punuwu puowbtph Gnfumpmup b puquwdmuyghnuw-
[nipjnin (qbiuptp, gnpohputip, hofuwumpjwiu: funphphuitywittp),
ohuwlful wpwpnnmpnitutph hwdwp twjuwntujwd wnuplu-
utinp, qupntinp, Yrugunuht b wwymwdntupughu hptpp, dwpuw-
Yunptpp, uwyitpp b wwwnguipulubpp (Guspupuglju), dwpnluig,
prsniuutmp, punwh b yuyph Yiunwhubph, wy pymd’ twbl wnjn-
oh (dbiphu ‘bugtp) ddwpwuwy gnhwptipmpgmuutipp yuynd Gu
wppuwiutiph b glipugnyu ppdtiph wyuntn juunwpywd punnidubph
dwupt: 2012 p. dtipht Guytph wppuywuw [ pudpupuunmd (L.w.
XVI-XV n1.) hwyintwpbipty Gu Rwplnuhg (Suwpuyny swdlwo
Yuujt nymtiplutap), Uyunhg (dnyuyhi fufuntuglitn Mwpuhg dnghg),
2nuwunwiuhg (uthphw) utpuimoywd hptip, nuljw phetnny tptuw-
yuwnywod wnwgunpn-wppwutph phiwpwunwlutpny dbmwhnuubn
(phwnd), wpfuwputiph m Yhuwg dwnbiph yunytputpny muwgn-
wnnt dwpdwunubn: Upwp dto udwtimgeiniu niutiu dhoht Bjudwluu
wpytunh wdnputppte

Cudhpuh, Opwuiup, Léwpkuh b wy nudpupwiwnw)nt-
nmud hwynuwptipgly Gu -2 d pwpdpnipjudp nmmdt duynutip:
Swdpwpwinbph Ypw npymd bhu dwppuhwuwy wanpnuninpd
puitnpuljatip: “Fpuwiighg whlp wunltpout E qpuhwlhp ghnjnph
(Cundhpuad):

Rugunhy £ Lw. I hwqupudjwlyh Ytuh ppnught Yinp pub-
nuln: Cwywunmwuh htwgnyu wpytumpu punpn) ntwhquu wyu
nupuypowumyd hwuunwd £ hhwguntuph wpdwuh wpunwhuwyngw-
Juunipyut: Uhnwnuyjuunhuwh wdnpubpp gqunpuunyl) Gu
hwpwd Jhdwynd Whid hnuntunipjudp odwwd ppniighg” dnidt Yu-
Nuwwputpmy, hgp bupwnpnud Eypuiighg jmpupwugniph bqulh,
wiilyplutyh jhutp: Apnuql wjwunhlughu punpng £ fuhun npnyuih
ptdwwnhl nbytpumup: “bpwup wanpnuninpd wunywonipjmu-
utp b, nhgupwuwlwu htpnuutp, wwowyny Yuunwuhubn (gny,
wyd, tmotpnni) b pnymubp (nuftignyu wpohy, wnufuh b wyju): Up-
awuhyutpt wdpugyty tu quuquuutiph, ghtwuywuubph (yunwi-
nupwn) b dwpnwlunpbph Yypue Mpugpuy b thgupuuwu
yndbutipny judpwpwinwlubnn, npnug Yndwnghghwubpht pun-
nng £ nhpuhy hwjwuwpulpnnpniup: Unwuaduwumd G Gpiwuuhy
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Lchashen, bird-shaped pen-
dant, 14"-12 cc. BC

Verin Naver, shoulder belt
buckle, 16"-15" cc. BC

Hakob Simonyan Armenia in the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages (1500-800 BC)

a distance. Entrances to burial chambers were built as downward slanting
passageways (dromos). The sizes of the burials, splendor and diversity of
funeral gifts (weapons, tools, symbols of power), ritual objects, ornaments,
household and cultic items, chariots, carriages and catafalques, sacrifices
of humans, birds, domestic and wild animals, including lions, allow us to
attribute such burials to the ruling elites.

The royal tomb I of Verin Naver (1600-1400 BC) was excavated in
2012 and contained imported objects such as glazed beads from Babylon,
seashells from the Persian Gulf, and nephrite from China. Most notable
among the Verin Naver artifacts are medallions made of bitumen and cov-
ered with gold foil, featuring the image of a heroic personage, together
with sacred animals and the tree of life. This set of medallions and buckles
has close parallels in the art of Middle Elamite culture.

At Shamiram, Oshakan, Lchashen and other cemeteries, tufa phalli
ranging from one to two meters in height were uncovered. Human-size an-
thropomorphic statues were erected over the burials, one of which depicts
an armored warrior (Shamiram).

Bronze sculpture in the round which appears during mid-second mil-
lennium BC is of exceptional interest. Pictorial art of this epoch is charac-
terized by naturalism and achieves admirable expressivity. Artistic metal
sculpture was made of bronze in lost wax casting technique. Themes and
imagery presented by these bronzes are depictions of anthropomorphic
deities, mythological heroes, sacred animals (bull, goat, deer) and birds
(golden eagle, swan, dove). The figurines were fastened on staffs, stand-
ards, and chariots. Some bronze figurines present battle chariots with two
warriors driving galloping horses in pursuit of animals. Among the metal
sculpture from Lori Berd, the figurine of a bearded man is of outstanding
interest. Images of a swastika were engraved on his hips. The proportions
of broad shoulders, slim waist, and firm posture expressed in this statuette
pre-date those elements in the depiction of the male body which later
are characteristic of the Archaic Greek art. The figurine of the Shiraka-
van hero dragging the terrifying chained beast of the Netherworld depicts
the hero and the beast endowed with immense power. Most probably the
theme represented by this sculpture reverberates in one of the most fa-
vorite Armenian epic personages - the Lion-slayer Mher.

The artistic metalwork of the Early Iron Age is represented by much
smaller objects. Those are models of chariots, small figurines of males and
females, as well as dogs, horses, deer, and birds. Human figures are dis-
tinguished by characteristics of heroes, expressing power, elegance, fierce
nature, athletic forms, etc. (Paravakar, Airum, Artsvakar).

A significant part of artistic metalwork is represented by decorations [\ al

of bronze belts. Among hundreds of belts, the samples from Lchashen,
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Sisian Regional Museum,
bust of a triple-faced deity,
I mill. BC

Artashavan, a fragment of
a fortification wall of the
fortress, 1411 cc. BC

Ujan, Motkan Berd, a frag-
ment of a fortification wall,
1411t cc. BC

Verin Naver,
IA burial chamber,
16%-15% cc. BC

dwpunuwlunptiph dwbpuwytputipp, npnug pwthptipht juiguwo
nuquhlutiph hpwtitinh nhppp dbq hwnnprynd £ dwpuowljwnptiph
upupu Jupgh qqugnuip: Lnnh plipnh b wguunhljugn
puguinhl £ unpmpunjnp ghjnph pwinuyp: Uy, wqnptiph ypw
dwuuuwstipny (wjuwumhlw), juwyuwphyniup, utn dhpny b hqnp
wqnptpny pwmulp Jupdtu bwjuwuynud £ hmwguymd hntuw-
Juu wpytumnd juunuhy nupdwd wpufwu gbntgynipjui hhu-
twnpnyputipp: Chpwlwywiuh hipnuh pwipulp’ npwwluw,
uwpuwthwgnnt ghpwwnhy guquiuh (wnynid) htin wuwntpnud £ hi-
nnup b ququih whntifh mdny odnqwd Ypuyuputpp: Udkuwgu
huwwutiniejudp, wyt hwyulut fynuh uhpywd htipnuutphg
Uil wnymowdl Uhtiph Gufuwwnpuy B

Juwn tpupeh nupnmd dtinwnuyuunhjuu wybh thopp sw-
thh E: Cwunhwymu Gu dwpunwyunptiph dwupuytpatp, juuwug b
wnnudwpuug, hugwbu wlb Juliph, wyotnh, dhtiph, tmoipniutinh
b pnymiuitiph wpawuhyutp, npnup punpnymd Gu htpnuutiph hwn-
Juiihyutipp' mdp, ppugtmnipymip, Juunwnh punypep, wunjtanhy
Juquywodpp b wyju (Nunwywpup, Uypnud, Updywpwnp):

Upytunh wnwuduwhwnmy puwquyun £ ppntigh gninputinh
yuunlpugnmpniup: Cwywunwind hwynuwpipwd  hwpympw-
Unp gnuinhubiphg wnwuduwumd tu Lawykuh, Untihwuwywh, Gum-
nh piph opptwbpp: Apnuql jwyt phptmutph Ypw, thnpugpuiw
wtfuuhuyny, wunytpywo Gu uppuqui ptmduwynpdwt, nhgw-
pwtwfuu b jrugunuyh, dwpwh m npup mbuwpuitabn: Yeunpn-
it ymdhu opgwithwynid | tpyni-tintip ywipp dgqynn tmbiwuquipng
Juud «Jwugnn» ququpubpny bGgpugnupt: $npughp wuwmtpubnpu
niutit hwunhuwynp-unuwmhpl ud pungdywd wjuwuwmhly Jupdniunt-
P bpuuu ywwntpubtiphu gniguhtn, Whowphy i wwb dwpn-
Juiug b Yhunwuhutiph dwwnwunhly hgnipubinp: Swipwoywd E tmty
tmotipniubinh, wydtph, pryiuiph, tpijuught puwnniutph, woyne-
ol dwpnljug b tmotpuninp dhtph (Whwitmgyni) wunljtpwg-
nnuip: Uwpuuunptipny dwpmp nbuwpuiiitpp. yuntpugnud
b mwhu wy dwdwuwuopouth Suywunwih ghjwd quntph
Junmgyuwoph dwup, npnup Juqujws Ehu swipuqbu htnbwlhg'
ghujwod tiplup uhqujutpny b nipuiuyyniy, e Juhwibpny, ph-
plwgbu htidtqugnphg, wnwywwwh b Ytpowwwh quntphg: Ybpuw-
Juwh nudpuipuiiitphg (Ukdwdnn) huymuwptpdus” Uhywgtnph
puquynputiph m unwywphsutiph wuduwuu Yuhputipp Jyuymd
b, np hwyuuwu puuwyutipp hwynn wuntpuqdutp tu unly hgn-
pugnyu wtnmpymutitph nwpudpubpmd’” wjiintinhg ptptgny hw-
nnun wywp: Uu «htpnuwuiy nupuopownyd wywpuynid £ hwy
dnnnynpnh Juquuynpiwt wnweht' twutiwyuu thmyp:
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Tress holder

Portrait of a hero-king

Portrait of a hero-king,
reconstruction

Arrowheads

Hakob Simonyan Armenia in the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages (1500-800 BC)

Stepanavan, and Astghi Blur stand out. Mythological themes present-
ing battle and hunting scenes were created by engraving technique over
a large bronze sheet. Central compositions were framed with two-three
rows of decorations, among which “running spirals” are particularly dis-
tinctive. Along with naturalistic images, fantastic anthropomorphic and
zoomorphic figures are often portrayed. Among these engravings of deer,
goats, birds, solar images, lion-faced humans and horned horses (unicorns)
testify to a specific perception of universe through artistic imagination.
Battle scenes provide a glimpse of the Armenian armed troops of that pe-
riod, consisting of chariots, heavy infantry armed with long spears, lightly
armed cavalry, and vanguard units. This “Heroic Age” coincides with the
end of the initial stage in the formation of the Armenian people.
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XIII of the palace of Dur-
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wuh puquynpmpniup Cwyjufu jfmuwyuwphnud dhwynp-
Juo hhu wplibjwu wbpmpym bp: Uy hhduwnpyl £L.w. IX qw-
nd, gnyuwnbly wnwowynpuuhwlwu hht punwpwlpenipmu-
utphu punpn) ophwsuthnipymuutipny b tnty wwpwdpgwh
punupuiljwiu Yywiupp YJupguifnpnn tpyputphg dtiljp: Ungpupw-
nupt kp Smywuiu (Lwup), yupmwdmupuyht jupbnp YEunpnup'
fuwnh wuwndn punupp’ Unwdwodhpp: Snynipyut onipy 300-wdjw
nupwgpnud tpiph whnwlw jupgp b hwuwpujwlw hwpwpb-
nnipyniuutpu niubgly o dbwynpdw nt qupgugdw tpkip hhtuw-
Juiunud thny:

Yuquwynpadi ppgwie. ujuynud £ Low. IX nuipnud, Upundt wip-
puygh opnp: Upptiu wyy dundwwy Mipwpumniu mubip hqnp putwy,
wdpugywd punwputp, npnughg huymuh B tpynup’ Updw)lniu
U Unigmuhwt: Dtnnipyut Juquuynpnufu wjwpnybg IX nuph
Ytpoht' Uwpnniph [, bownihuh b Ukumw wppwubtiph opnp, npnup
hpugnpotight whnwywunypywi hhtpp Yuquny puptthnfunufutinh
uh wdthnth opwghp: “bpwug wpynmupmy tpihpt vnwguy wtnw-
Juu gpuynp Junup' mpupobpbip, dwjpupunupp uwhdwuybg
Snipwuit, htmwquyh Ywup, npu wdipwgytg hqnp wwphuwubpny,
Junmguuyuwnytg b pupiwy Cwyuljut jtmuwpfuwphh hnglinp,
ulnpuwhtt m punupwluu Yuplnp Yiumpnup: Quuynpybg
yhnwlw Ypnup b wwptmup, nph by pungpiywd bhu mwupuw-
dwppowuh pnnp punup-whnmpniiutph, hpfluwimpniiutph b
glimuutnnipynitutiph gjfuwynp wumywodubp nt wunywonthhub-
np: Nuiptnup qjuwynpmu bhu fvwnh (nyuh), @bpbpw (pun-
pjwu wmwpbipph) b Chyhuh (wplth) wunywonpniuutpp: Gpyhpu
mubguy uwl opwgnyg, swth ni Ypnh unwupupntp, pun gnpu-
wntuwlutph jupguynpjwd b tplupt qtuptinny qhuywo pwwy:
Yupquynpytightt unghwjujwu hwpwpbpnipymuubtnp, hnnhu wh-
nuutntiym hpumuputp nt ugpmiupubpp:

Stiprmapayuits dliwynpdini hrapi uljuymd £ L.w. 810-wjwuutnhg'
hownithuhh b Ukitmuwgh wppwywipubtnny b wjwpuynid Uwpnn-
nh [I-h quhwlunipyut mwphutpny, tpp Ywuh wppwutiph wmhpw-
ytnnipjwt ubppn thuynpytig hwduwyu Cuyujui jmuw)fuwnphp,
wtipnipyu gbiphouwunipyniup mwpwoytg hwpwusht Unyjuup,
bputwluu vwpwhwpph wpidnyw opowtutiph, wplidnnpmyd'
hjmuhuwght Uhphugh Ypu: Uju dwdwiawy dwnymd £ punupwph-
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THE KINGDOM OF VAN (URARTU)
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Hirkanis, Louvre Museum,
gift plate with images

of deities Khaldi and
Arubani, bronze, 8" c. BC

Lori-Berd, horse-hit,
8h-7t cc. BC

’Fle Kingdom of Van was an ancient polity formed in the Armenian
Highland. Having been established in the ninth century BC, it presented
features peculiar to other Ancient Near Eastern civilizations and be-
came a state controlling the political life of the region. Tushpa (Van)
was its capital, and Musasir, the city of its supreme god Khaldi, was an
important religious center. In the 300 years of its existence, the system
of governance and social relations in the country passed through three
main phases of formation and development.

The Formative period started in the ninth century BC during the reign
of King Arame. Urartu had a powerful army and fortified cities, among
which Artsashku and Sugunia are the best known in cuneiform sources.
The process of formation of the Urartian state was completed by the end of
the ninth century BC during the reigns of Sarduri I, Ishpuini, and Menua,
who realized a complete program of reforms that formed the basis of the
new statehood. Due to these reforms, a uniform written language of the state
was adopted and Tushpa (Van) became its capital. The citadel of Tushpa was
fortified with powerful fortress walls, and became the most important spir-
itual, cultural, and political center. The state religion was formed during this
time, consisting of main gods and goddesses of all city-states, principalities,
and tribal unions of the region. The pantheon was lead by the deities Khaldi
(the Divine Light), Teisheba (the Elements of Nature) and Shivini (the Sun).
An official calendar was created, standards of measures and weights were
established, and a standing army composed of different regiments of regular
troops armed with weapons of steel was formed. Social relations were legis-
lated along with the rights and principles of landownership.

The phase of Empire started with the campaigns of Ishpuini and Menua
after 810 BC and lasted through the reign of Sarduri II. During that phase,
the whole Armenian Highland in its entirety was unified under the kings of
Van, whose hegemony spread over the Southern Caucasus, most of mod-
ern Eastern Turkey, western regions of the Iranian Plateau, and, for a brief
moment, over some areas in Northern Syria. The building of new urban
centers was initiated and the cities of Menuakhinili, Erebuni ( Yerevan), and
Argishtikhinili (Armavir) became the most important in the northern part of
the Armenian Highland. Crafts, trade, art, and spiritual life rapidly advanced
during this period.

The third phase of Urartian Kingdom began with the fierce struggle lead |
by Rusa I against the Cimmerians and the Assyrians after 720 BC, which re-
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Simon Hmayakyan The Kingdom of Van (Urartu)

sulted in its temporary decline. Under his successors, Argishti I and Rusa II,
Urartu experienced its final revival. New economic growth spurred the con-
struction of new cities such as Teishebaini (Karmir Blur) in the Ararat Plain,
Rusakhinili (Toprak Kale) and Ayanis in the Van Lake basin, as well as many
others. New systems of irrigation were built and trading relations with neigh-
boring countries, as well as the Scythian world, India, and other remote lands.

Three main components can be identified within the Urartian culture.
First is the artificially created palatial culture of the empire (sometimes re-
ferred to as the Van-Tosp culture), imposed upon the conquered territories
of the Armenian Highland. The second component consisted of multiple lo-
cal cultures of conquered people, derived from the Early Iron Age traditions,
which demonstrate continuing development to the Hellenistic Period. The
third was the Urartian culture, emerging as a result of the merger of the
aforementioned components.

Urartian art developed a canon of static images and tried to solve the
issue of perspective through detail and the introduction a festive quality in
the composition. Mural painting, sculpture, and applied arts were flourishing
in the palatial culture of that time. Urartian architectural monuments were
especially renowned. Among them, the design of the Temple of Musasir is
thought to had a certain impact on the formation of the Classical Greek tem-
ple plan. Miniature depictions of gods and goddesses Arubani, Teisheba, and
Khaldi, as well as a lid from a cultic vessel found at Karmir Blur with a pome-
granate and mythical images in bone and wood are especially impressive.

With the collapse of the Assyrian Empire at the end of the seventh cen-
tury BC, Babylonia and Media became the new imperial powers of the An-
cient Near East, and later in the sixth century BCE, they were replaced by
the Achaemenid Empire. It was during that period that the Armenian polity,
led by the Yervandean dynasty, replaced the Kingdom of Van.
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ARMENIA IN THE ACHAEMENID AND HELLENISTIC PERIODS

After the fall of the Van Kingdom at beginning of the sixth century
BC, during the period of turmoil and decline of empires in the Ancient
Near East (Assyria, Babylon, Egypt), the local Yervandean (Orontid)
dynasty, starting from Yervand I Sakavakeats (the Short-Lived) and Ti-
gran Yervandean, managed to preserve the local autonomy of Armenia.
The polity that emerged on the vast territory of the Armenian Highland,
was still called Urartu or Armina (in the Behistun inscription), the bor-

4 % ders of which extended from Anti-Taurus Mountains to the Caspian Sea,

from Mesopotamia to the Pontic Mountains and the banks of Kura Riv-
er. It became the political and cultural successor of the Van Kingdom.
The kings and satraps of Yervandean Armenia played an important role
within the Median Kingdom and its successor, Achaemenid Persia. Rep-
resentatives of the Yervandean (Orontid) dynasty are mentioned as sa-
traps in various provinces of Asia Minor.

During the battle of Gaugamela (331 BC), which sealed the fate of
the Persian Empire during its conquest by Alexander the Great, the
right wing of the army of his rival, Darius III, was composed of Arme-
nian troops. In the time of Alexander and his successors, known as the

-.;.. \\ Diadochi, the Armenian Highland was not under the control of foreign

powers. In 201 BC, the throne of the King of Greater Armenia, Yervand

| the Last, was seized by another Yervandean — Artashes I (201-163 BC).

Strabo’s Geography testifies that the inhabitants of the Armenian High-
land spoke the Armenian language during this period. Artashes reunited
the territories of Yervandean Armenia, by re-conquering lost provinces
from neighboring powers.

Like in other states of the Near East, urbanization developed in Ar-
menia during the Hellenistic period. Alongside such ancient cities as Van,
Armavir and Erebuni, kings of Greater and Minor Armenias founded
dozens of eponymous cities — Samosata and Arsamea in Kommagene,
Arshamashat in Tsophk (Sophene), Yervandashat, and Artashat in the
Ararat Plain. Most of these populous and prosperous cities were located
at junctures of major trade routes connecting Central Asia and north-
western India to the Mediterranean, which is mentioned by a number
of Greek and Roman authors. These cities were inhabited by Armenians
together with tens of thousands of representatives of other nations, who

had moved from Hellenistic countries. Various crafts were prospering as i
Armenia was importing goods and exporting its own agricultural and -
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handicraft products and raw materials as narrated by Roman naturalist,
Pliny the Elder. Armenian craftsmen were especially skilled in artistic
metalwork, as evidenced by refined ornaments and jewelry: bracelets
with animal-headed ends, pectorals, as well as tableware made of pre-
cious metals with particularly decorated vessel handles, and silver rhy-
tons found at Van, Armavir, Artashat, Lori Berd, and other sites.

The largest of the countries of Hellenistic Armenia was Greater Arme-
nia (Armenia Major in Latin), reaching its apogee during the reign of king
of kings Tigran the Great (95-56 BC). He defeated the Parthian Empire
and repelled the Roman aggression away from the banks of the Euphra-
tes, supporting transit trade coming from the East. One of the capitals of
his empire, Tigranakert, was built according to an elaborate plan along the
banks of the upper Tigris River. Mighty fortresses were built, such as the
fortress of Garni, mentioned by the Roman historian Tacitus.

At the beginning of Christian era, the last kings related to the Yervan-
dean dynasty ruled in Syria, Pontus, Iberia, and Armenia. These indig-
enous Armenian kings were replaced by the Parthian Arsacids (66 AD).
The culture of Yervandean Armenia was a synthesis of Hellenistic and
Ancient Near Eastern cultures within a very traditional local context.
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ARMENIAN ARCHITECTURE OF THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES (301-670 AD)
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7t c. AD
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Mastara, St. John’s Church,
516 cc. AD

A unique church architecture is one of the main features of the Arme-
nian art during the Early Medieval Period. The changes in socio-political
relations resulted in the adoption of Christianity as a state religion of
Armenia in 301 CE. New ideological-spiritual principles and influences
from the Mediterranean and adjacent areas of the Near East became
prerequisites for the formation and further development of a unique na-
tional religious architecture rooted in the earlier traditions of Antiquity.

The location of Armenia, on the crossroads of trade routes between
the east and west, was favorable to the rebuilding of ancient cities
(Artashat, Vaghrashapat, Van, and others) as well as to the founding of
new urban centers (Dvin, Arshakavan). Cities of Early Medieval Arme-
nia included monumental buildings and fortifications, public and pri-
vate secular buildings, including palatial complexes that belonged to the
secular and religious elites, with reception and banquet halls.

From the fourth century on ward, new principles of religious archi-
tecture were created and derived from Christian canons. As a result, the
Armenian architectural school was formed, determining the character of
many architectural forms that are specific only to Armenian art.

The earliest Christian churches of Armenia are represented by ba-
silicas with either a single or triple naves. Among them, the single-nave
plan was dominant. It can be subdivided into four main types: those with
an enclosed apse absorbed into the rectangular design (Tegh, Lernakert,
Agarak); an externally emphasized apse (Parpi, Voskevaz, Verishen);
third, basilicas with a gallery attached to the exterior on one side (Garni,
Tanahat, Dvin); and fourth, with galleries surrounding the main church
on three sides (Gtevank, Kurtan, Gyulagarak). Triple-nave basilicas were
larger and built in cities and religious centers (Kasakh, Aghtsk, Ashtarak,
Yeghvard, Yerereuyk, Tsitsernavank, Dvin, Koghb, and others).

Armenian architects of the fourth century elaborated new forms of
domed compositions and, specifically, the churches with centrally lo-
cated dome. Prototypes of those stone buildings can be identified in
the designs of Armenian vernacular houses with wooden roofs of the
hazarashen type.

The earliest domed monument of Armenia was the Cathedral of

Etchmiadzin, built in the early fourth century by King Trdat [l and .= "¢

Gregory the Illuminator. Its dome-centric composition was reinter- |
preted in the fifth century Cathedral of St. Thaddeus at Bagaran. This
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Aghtsq, bas-relief depicting a
ram, 4" c¢. AD

Aghtsq, bas-relief depicting a
deer, 4™ c. AD

Aghudi, monument-crypt,
5174 cc. AD
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VIV ).

[Gwyh, punwynn Ynpny,
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Chichkhanavank, khachgar
(cross-stone), 6-7" cc. AD

Talin, four-sided stela,
4h.5% cc, AD

Echmiadzin, Zvartnots ca-
thedral with Mount Ararat in
the background, 642-662 AD

Hovhannes Sanamyan Armenian architecture of the Early Middle Ages (301-670 AD)

exceptional artistic achievement of Armenian architects later spread
throughout the country, expanding beyond the borders of Armenia into
Western Europe through the Byzantine Empire.

From the end of the fifth century, dome-centric churches became
widespread in Armenia. The principal aim of their design was the creation
of a large, spatially undivided interior. Domed basilicas (Tekor, Odzun,
Mren, Gayane, Bagavan), domed halls (Ptghni, Aruch), and triple-apse
basilicas (Dvin, Talin) - all originate from the design of triple-nave basilica.

In the sixth century, a new type of architectural compositions called
the “free cross” was developed and implemented in the construction of
small churches. It became more elaborate during the following centuries.
The refinements of the “free cross” plan are represented in many varie-
ties -- quadruple-apse (Moro Dzor, Arzni, Parpi) - triple-apse (Dorbant,
Pemzashen, Dashtadem), mono-apse (Kosh, Karmravor, Lmbatavank),
in which the cross shape is emphasized and clearly expressed.

The next stage in the development of the dome-centric composition
in Armenia is represented by the churches of “Mastara type” (Mastara,
Voskepar, Artik). The main artistic feature of the Mastara-type church
was the completeness and grandeur of vertical monumentality through
a massive dome crowning the interior.

The dome-centric system was further developed in the sixth cen-
tury with the addition of corner niches in quadruple-apse churches of
Avan-Hripsime type (Garnahovit, Sisavan, Artsvaber).

In the sixth and seventh centuries, multiple-apse church types de-
veloped on the basis of dome-centric composition ( Yeghvard, Irind, Ara-
gats) with empbhasis on the central axis.

The desire to create new compositions of cross-shaped dome-centric
churches on a grand scale was realized in the mid-seventh century in
the architectural masterpiece of that epoch - the cathedral of Zvartnots,
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Armenian architecture of the Early Middle Ages (301-670 AD)

where the quadruple-apse core enclosed in a polygon was completed in
three storeys. All achievements of the Armenian Early Medieval archi-
tecture were brought together in the design of Zvartnots.

After the adoption of Christianity, memorial monuments were erected
across Armenia. Those mainly included mausoleums (Aghtsq, Amaras,
Ani, Etchmidzin), kotogh - monuments (Avan, Aruch, Dsegh), memorials
stele (Angeghakot, Oshakan, Voghjaberd), mortuary monuments (Odzun, - ™.
Aruch) and stone crosses (Dvin, Talin, Makenis, Tsitsernavank). These ;[ I}
monuments represent a typical national phenomenon in world art. "
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dwwnnin-nudpupuiup, 1339 p.  to the Prince Bourtel, 1339
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pupdpupuiunwyp, 1339 p.

Noravank, high relief of God
the Father Almighty, 1221

Noravank, high relief of
Virgin Mary, 1339

In 885 the Caliph of the Abbasid Islamic Caliphate and the Byzantine Em-

peror bestowed the royal crown upon grand prince Ashot of the Bagratuni
dynasty, which ended one of the darkest periods of Armenian history - the
times of direct domination by the Caliphate. The restoration of the Arme-
nian kingdom was a result of the internal crisis of the Caliphate combined
with the struggle of the Armenian nobility for the independence of their
country. The restoration of the kingdom was followed by the revival of
urban life. Urban growth resumed at ancient Armenian cities (Dvin, Nakh-
chavan, Van, Karin) and new ones (Ani, Kars, Lore, Kapan, Artsn, Khlat,
Manazkert) were founded. The intensification of domestic and international
trade, expansion in craft production and agriculture had a profound impact
on all aspects of life, including artistic activity and, especially, architecture.
New architectural forms and schools emerged both in the Bagratuni King-
dom and in other Armenian feudal kingdoms, which emerged across the
country in the 9-11" centuries (Syunik, Vaspurakan, Tashir-Dzoraget).

Fortresses (Tignis, Maghasberd, Anberd, Handaberd) founded by
kings and princes in strategically important spots present real achieve-
ments of military architectural thinking and a deep knowledge of build-
ing technique. Their spatial-volumetric compositions were developed
taking into account the defensive characteristics of the landscape and
the strategic importance of localities.

During the High Middle Ages, the Armenian architectural practice not
only continued the reproduction and creative adaptation of early medi-
eval planigraphic and spatial-volumetric traditional compositions (Makene-
anc monastery, Hayravank, Sevan Island St. Astvatsatsin, Shoghagavank,
Artsvanist, Aghtamar St. Khach (Cross), Varagavank St. Astvatsatsin, Ani
St. Arakelots, Gagkashen), but also innovatively developed those, bringing
to a level of perfection (Shirakavan, Argina, Sanahin, Haghpat, Kecharis,
Bjni, Marmashen, Amberd). Armenian architects — Manvel, Trdat, Vetsik,
Minas, Poghos, Siranes, Momik and others established new stylistic canon
of the epoch introducing new proportionality and organization of the inter-
nal space, decorative plastic treatment of external walls, new principles of
application of monumental painting and polychromy in architecture.

Ani, the new capital of the Bagratuni kingdom became the main

center of development of arts and architecture from the 10" through the =

13" centuries. It was distinguished not only by its Christian cathedrals
and churches (the Main Cathedral, Gagkashen, Arakelots, Saviour’s,
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Monastery Complex of Tatev,

Abughamrents, Honents), but also by splendid fortifications (Ashotash-
en and Smbatashen city walls), engineering (bridges) and secular (Palace
of Paron, hostels, villas) constructions.

The appearance and spread of large monastery complexes across
the country became one of the most typical features of Armenian archi-
tecture, at the same time transforming the socio-economic and cultural
makeup of Armenia in the 9-11" centuries. During that period a number
of large monasteries were founded (Tatev, Sevan, Hayravank, Gndevank,
Khtskonk, Marmashen, Sanahin, Haghpat etc.), each consisting of several
churches along with secular and communal buildings. In the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries, many of these monastery complexes, such as
Tatev, Sanahin, Haghpat, Kecharis, Haghartsin, Harichavank, Hovhanna-
vank, Makaravank, Dadivank and others were expanded in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries, and new large monasteries were built at Geghar-
davank, Gandzasar, Goshavank, Saghmosavank, Mshkavank, Deghdznut,
Kirants, Arakelots, Khorakert, Kobayr, Akhtala, Khuchap, Neghuc and
other locations. Churches in these monasteries were complemented with
gavit-s (vestibule hall in front of a church) (Horomos, Hayravank, Marma-
shen), bell towers (Sanahin, Haghpat, Dadivank), schools (Sanahin, Tatev,
Gladzor), scriptoriums (Sanahin, Saghmosavank, Dadivank), refectories
(Haghartsin, Kobayr, Dadivank), architecturally designed water fountains
(Sanahin, Haghpat), and other civic buildings.
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Consisting of buildings of various periods and functions, monastery
complexes are distinguished by their stylistically integral volumetric and
artistic compositions, which were designed in harmony with their natu-
ral environments. A centrally important role of those monasteries in the
Armenian culture was determined by the fact that they were the main
centers of production of literary culture during the High Middle Ages,
where masterpieces of illuminated manuscripts were created.

Rock-carved churches and mausoleums (Geghardavank, Martiros,
Ani, Spitak), unique double-storey church-mausoleums (Noravank,
Yeghvard, Kaputan), caravanserais (Selim, Aruch, Talin) and bridges
(Sanahin, Ani, Arpa) are also exceptional examples of the building art of
the eleventh to fourteenth centuries.

The cultural heritage created on the northeastern coast of the
Mediterranean in the Armenian kingdom of Cilicia during the twelfth-
fourteenth centuries represents one of the most distinctive parts of the
Armenian civilization. The specific geographic position of Cilicia with its
naval ports on the sea coast, high mountain ranges of the Taurus, and a
fertile plain in between defined the importance of that country located
at the juncture of maritime and overland caravan trade of the medieval
world. Supported by European Crusaders and Mongols, the Armenian
kingdom of Cilicia successfully repelled many encroachments of neigh-
boring Muslim states for three centuries. The Armenian architectural
heritage of Cilicia is represented by remains of cities, fortresses, and cas-
tles (Sis, Anarzaba, Lambron, Chanchiberd, Odzaberd, Levonkla, Mosd,
and others). Among those, the Mediterranean ports of Korikos and Ayas,
protected by powerful fortification systems, were especially important.

Christian religious architecture of the Cilician Armenian kingdom con-
tinued the traditions developed during the previous periods of architectural
creativity in Greater Armenia. A number of significant churches (Zora-
varants, Korikos, St. Sophia, Paperon, Hromkla, Adana) and monasteries
(Mlichovank, St. Hakob, Skevra, Drazark, Arkayakaghni, Akner) were
built during that period. They are witnessing a further development of so-
phisticated decorative art. The Cilician school of Armenian manuscript illu-
mination formed and grew in these monasteries, representing a distinctively
separate tradition in Armenian art, characterized by a harmonious combi-
nation of rich and bright colors with balanced compositions of the imagery.

During the High Middle ages the art of the khachkar (cross-stone)
reached its classical stage (Sanahin, Tudevordu - artist Mkhitar, Odzun,
Geghardavank - artist Galdzak, Dadivank, Goshavank - artist Poghos,

Noravank - artist Momik). Best samples of khachkars with bas-reliefs are 5
the “Crucifixion of Dsegh,” “Amenaprkich” (All-Savior) of Haghpat, the )

khachkar of Imirzek, and several others.
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L. XVI-XV 1., phuinud, nulh,
Yipuywignd” wpdwe, nulh

(whin. U mu &, Updniywth : Luie Hakob
Simonyan, 2012, p. 113)

Upgufu, Rwpwpwnh ppgwi, Twp,

hptpumwlh huppwpwunuy, X-XIII 1., puqun

(.’ €. Uhuintywith: Lugr Upgwfuh b
wquunugnpyud mupuoputiph 1990-2005 ppe.
htwghnuwt htnmwgnumpniiutiph
hhfuwljuis wpnymuputpp, 2007, £y 10)

C< Ununuyph dwpg, Lwpupudp,

Uho nudpuiiupynip, tptuwyundw
npjuququpn phetn, Lw. XXI-XXII 1.,
nuyh (wtm." 4€. Snguithuywh,

. 4. Saynpjuih: Luys Shu Quyuunwiuh
nuYht [wyunihlay £40], 2007, wn. 1X1,)

£ Upwguomnuh dwpg, Lhpht Guytp,
nudpwpui 11,

L. XV-XIV 1.

(wtm. b jmu.’ & Uhinwywiuh)

Bplu, Unp Unpph quiigyud,
aluwytuy Y hgwugwlngenn,
Lo HI-T hwg.,

puquyn

(nu.' & Uhunwwuh)

£ Umiuhph dwing, 2npwg pupbp,
Uktwpuntyn, nudpwpuiuiby,
Lo TI-T hwg.

(' 2. Uupguywih)
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catalogue
Selection of illustrations and captions
by Hakob Simonyan

description

Aragatsotn Marz (Province), RA, Verin Naver,
burial IB, a hero-king medallion depicting,
16'-15% cc. BC, bitumen, gold, reconstruction
(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan. In: Hakob
Simonyan, 2012, p. 113)

Artsakh, Qashatagh region, Tsar,

relief depicting an angel, 10*-13" cc., basalt
(photo by H. Simonyan. In: The main results of
archaeological investigations in 1990-2005 in
Artsakh and liberated regions, exhibition (in
Armenian) catalog, 2007, p. 10)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Qarashamb, The Big Kurgan,
embossed foil-plate,

231422 cc. BC, gold

(excavations of V. Hovhannisyan, photo by

V. Hakobyan. In: Gold of Ancient Armenia [herein-
after GAA], (in Armenian), 2007, table 1Xi)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial II,

16r-15M cc. BC,

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan, Nor Norq district,
fish-like vishap stela,
3rd-2nd mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Zorats Qarer,
menhirs, burials,

3420 mill. BC

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)
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16

<< Uyniuhph tfwipg, $npuyp, nyqunpynp,
Utio nudpupuiiwpinip,

Lo IV-IIT hwg.

(whn. b . & Uhuinwywiuh)

<< Swphph dwpg, Unippul,
atimph hunnhy,

Yun wpli 1,9-1,8 Wpjhnt mwph dtiquithg winwy,

puquimn
(whn. b jmu 49, Lymphuh b 6. Abjubiugh)

£< Swphph dwpg, Unippuwl,

atimph hunnhy,

Uhohtt wpliy 600-250 hwquup wwph Whiquiihg
wnwy (wyunthbin' hanadu),

puquiwn

(wtin. & ymu. J. Lyniphih U . Alijuliugh)

<< Upniuhph twipg, $npuyp, Snyqunpynp,
atmph hunhy,

nip uphy 250-40 hanafw.,

Juitialjun

(wtm. b nw' & Uhuntywiuh)

€< Upniuhph twipg, Snpuyp, nyqunpyp,
atmph huwnhy,

ny wply' 250-40 handw,

Juwjuwn

(whn. b . & Uhunwywiuh)

£< Upniuhph twipg, $npuyp, Qnyqunpjmp,
[yl whugh gnpdhp,

ny wply' 250-40 handw,

Juwjuwn

(wtn. b jmu. & Uhdnwywiuh)

<4 Umithph dwing, Snpuyp,
atinph hunhy,

ny uwpky' 250-40 handw,
Juwfuwn

(wtn. b jmu.' & Uhtinwywiuh)

L Ujniuhph dwpg, Snpuyp,
atinph huunhy,

ny uply' 250-40 handw,
Juiwfuwn

(wtn. b jmu. £ Uhtinwywiuh)
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Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
The Big kurgan,

4031 mill. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Tashir Marz, RA, Kurtan,

handaxe,

Early Acheulian period (1.9-1.8 million years ago),
basalt

(excavations & photo by V. Lyublin & Ye. Belyaeva)

Tashir Marz, RA, Kurtan,

handaxe,

Middle Acheulian period

(600-250 thousand years ago, hereafter Kyr),
basalt

(excavations & photo by V. Lyublin & Ye. Belyaeva)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
handaxe,

Late Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr),
obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
handaxe,

Late Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr),
obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
levallois tool,

Late Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr),
obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
handaxe,

Late Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr),
obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Gorayq, Zuygaghbyur,
handaxe,

Late Acheulian period (250-40 Kyr),
obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)
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20

<< Untuhph dwing, Snpuyp,
n) wpbimu twuwdwpym ptwltigpud
uwnuhwpen (.’ £, Uhdnywuh)

C< Updwhph dwpg, UGuuptt,
hunud wanuyuyphg, Lw. VI hwg.
(gt W ymu.’ (¢ Rurujuih)

< Updwhph dwipg, Unuwnugt,
nupti wliq b pwpt Jughtip,

L. VI hug.

(wtm.' b Awnwyjuith b AN, Lmdpupnh,
gpswiujupp’ & Uwpguywiih)

£< Upwpuwnh dwpg, Uwuhuh-ppp,
Yuiguhl,

L. VI hwg.,

unbiumhwn

(wtm. & Upkpywuh, 9. Ujbnhuwih b
2. Unwuhyh, i’ £ Uhunyuith)

££ Chpwh dwpg, Uuh Nidqu,
Uhomy, L.w. VI hwg., Juuluw,
Cuyuunuith yumdnipju puigupu
(i’ J.. Cwlynpjwieh:

Luyi Y nomHOXHs Apapara [uyunihlap Y
nonHoXus...|, 2008, puc. 1)

£< Updwyhph dwipg, Ununuptit,

wtnwd Jugupuiuby,

L.w. VI hug.

(wgtm. W e’ (k. Aunupuh m 9. Lndpuipyh:

Luit Au Pied Mont Ararat. Splendeurs de I’ Armé-

nie Antique [uyunihlp Au Pied...], 2007, p. 30)

<< Umninhph dwing, Snnlidnp,

gmuwquny futigun,

L.w. IV hug. wnwyht Yhu

(wtm. b mu D Udbnhuywuh b L. Cuwnbiyth)

< Untuhph dwing, Snnlidnp,

gmiuwqupy futiguan,

L.w. IV hug. wnwyht Yhu

(tm. b N Uybnhwywih b L. Cunntiwth)
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Syuniq Marz RA, Gorayq,

the plateau inhabited by prehistoric man in the
Late Acheulian period

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Aknashen,
a scene from the excavations, 6® mill. BC
(excavations & photo by R. Badalyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Aratashen,
bone javelin and stone axes,
6" mill. BC

(excavations & photo by R. Badalyan & P. Lombard,

drawing by H. Sargsyan)

Ararat Marz, RA, Masis-Blur,

a small axe,

6" mill. BC,

steatite

(excavations of G. Areshian, P. Avetisyan and
C. Stanish, photo by H. Simonyan)

Shirak Marz, RA, Ani Pemza,

nucleus, 6" mill. BC,

obsidian,

History Museum of Armenia

(photo by V. Hakobyan. In: U podnozhiya Ararata

[hereinafter U podnozhiya...| (in Russian), 2008, fig. 1)

Armavir Marz, RA, Aratashen,

excavated dwellings,

6" mill. BC

(excavations of R. Badalyan and P. Lombard, In:
Au Pied Mont Ararat. Splendeurs de L Arménie
Antique [hereinafter Au Pied...], 2007, p. 30)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Godedzor,

painted sherds,

1 half of the 4 mill. BC

(excavations & photo by P. Avetisyan and
C. Chataigner)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Godedzor,

painted sherds,

1 half of the 4 mill. BC

(excavations & photo by P. Avetisyan and
C. Chataigner)
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< Umiihph dwing, $nnlénp,

gmuwqupy futiguin,

L. IV hwg. wnwghu Yhu

(whn. b jnw Q. Ugknhuwh b L. Cwwntigth)

< Upwpuwh dwpg, Uwuhuh-pom,
wtmyud Jugwpwuby,

L. VI hwg.

(whn.' % Uptpywiuh, Q. Udbnhuwh b
Q. Unwuhyh, nw.' & Uhuntywiuh)

£< Upwpuwnh dwpg, Uwuhup-ppp,
wtmywd Jugwpwuby,

L. VI hwg.

(whn.' % Uptpywiuh, Q. Udbnhuwuh b
Q. Unwiuhyh, jnw.' £ Uhuntywiuh)

£< Upwpuwh dwpg, Uwuhup-ppp,
hunmfud wtmunfuyphg,

L. VI hwg.

(wtn.' % Uptpywiup, Q. Udbnhuwuh b
Q. Unwupyh, nw & Uhuntywiuh)

44 duyng Anph tupg, Uptith-1 pupuypuyghin
hunfun hp, gmituquipn waymuwuwtng,

Unwn L. 3900 .

(wtm." B. Swuwupywh, @ Upbkpjuup b

[+ Mhuhwuhh, . b Qupnupyuih)

€< Juyng dnph ttwpg, Uptiuh-1 pupuypught
hwfwy hp, hudwutp b juutpm
wuynudniupught junnmgywdplbp,

Unwn L.w. 4000 p.

(whn.' . Gwuwupuih, S Uptpjwuh b

[} Mhuhwuhh, mu.’ £ Undnywih)

<4 Umithph dwing, $nnblénp,
gnituqupy uwthnp,

L. IV hwg. wnwyht Yhu

(wty.' M. Uytnhuywuh b L. Cunbiybh,
gpowialjupp’ U. Uluhpupyuih)

<< Jwyng Qnph dwnpg, Upkth-1 pupugpugh
hunfughph punhwinip mtupp hmuhuhg,
L.w. VII hug.-dhgtwnup

(i’ & Uhdntywiuh)
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Syuniq Marz, RA, Godedzor,

painted sherds,

1s* half of the 4" mill. BC

(excavations & photo by P. Avetisyan and
C. Chataigner)

Ararat Marz, RA, Masis-Blur,

foundations of dwellings,

6™ mill. BC

(excavations of G. Areshian, P. Avetisyan and
C. Stanish, photo by H. Simonyan)

Ararat Marz, RA, Masis-Blur,

foundations of dwellings,

6™ mill. BC

(excavations of G. Areshian, P. Avetisyan and
C. Stanish, photo by H. Simonyan)

Ararat Marz, RA, Masis-Blur,

view of the site,

6" mill. BC

(excavations of G. Areshian, P. Avetisyan and
C. Stanish, photo by H. Simonyan)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Areni-1 cave complex,
painted funerary urn,

ca 3900 BC

(excavations of B. Gasparyan, G. Areshian and
R. Pinhasi, photo by D. Zardaryan)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Areni-1 cave complex,
wine-press and ritual clay structures,

ca 4000 BC

(excavations of B. Gasparyan, G. Areshian and
R. Pinhasi, photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Godedzor,

painted vessel,

3600-3400 BC

(excavations of P. Avetisyan & C. Chataigner,
drawing by N. Mkhitaryan)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA,

General View of the Areni-1 cave complex
from north,

border of 7% mill. BC-middle ages

(photo by H. Simonyan)
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23 £ Ywyng Anph dwpg, Upkuh-1 pupuypugh
hunfu i,
npbfu, Unn Law. 3600 .,
ljuph, dnnwn
(wtm.' B. Fwuwupyuiup, G Upkpyuuh b
[+ Mhuthwuhh, jmu.’ b Unwptyjuith)

24 << Upwquonmnuh dwpg, Nulthwm,
duynuyuntip,
L. V-III hwg.,
puquw
(. U. Fuwgnywiuh)

< Umiuhph dwing, Mfunwuwn,
duynuyunytp, L.w. V-III hwg.

(Luyy Dissonanze. Series on art and culture. Images
for an Armenian culture [uyunihlap Dissonanze...],
1, 1984. An I/COM/International Publication,
Milano, p. 53)

25 4L Stmuppniuhph dwpg, Ul uwp,
duynuuyunytp,
L. V-III hwg.,
puqun
(nuw Y. (nfawpuiuh)

<4 Shnuppnthph dwng, Ul uwp,
duynuuyunytp,

L.w. V-IIT hwg.

(qpswinupp' U. Mrnpnuywh U Y. @njuwgpjuth)

26 <4 Upniuhph dwpg, Mifunnuuup,
duynuwunytip,
L.w. V-IIT hwg.
(Luy Dissonanze..., p. 71)

<< Umtnhph dwing, Mfunwuwnp,
duynuyunytip,

L.w. V-IIT hwg.

(Luyt’ In: Dissonanze..., p. 71)

< Ynunuyph dwipg, Qun,
duynuwyunnytip,

L. V-III hwg.,

puqun

(.’ L. Uwnphljtiph)
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Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Areni-1 cave complex,
shoe,

leather,

ca 3600 BC

(excavations of B. Gasparyan, G. Areshian and
R. Pinhasi, photo by D. Arakelyan)

Aragatcotn Marz, RA, Voskehat,
Rock-engraving,

5%-314 mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by A. Khechoyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Ukhtasar,

Rock-engraving, 5%-3 mill. BC

(In: Dissonanze. Series on art and culture. Images
for an Armenian culture [hereinafter Dissonanze...],
1,1984. An [/COM/International Publication,
Milano, p. 53)

Gegharquniq Marz, RA, Sev Sar,
Rock-engraving,

5t-3¢ mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by K. Tokhatyan)

Gegharquniq Marz, RA, Sev Sar,
Rock-engraving,

53 mill. BC

(drawing by S. Petrosyan and K. Tokhatyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Ukhtasar,
Rock-engraving,

5t-34 mill. BC

(In: Dissonanze..., p. 71)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Ukhtasar,
Rock-engraving,

534 mill. BC

(In: Dissonanze..., p. 71)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Zar,
Rock-engraving,

5%-34 mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by L. Stricker)
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£< Juwyng Qnph dwing, Uwungt jlm,
duynuwunytp,

L. V-III hwg.,

puqun

(imu.' £ Uhdntywiuh)

< Ynmuyph dwinpg, Qwn,

Yninp' duynwyunytpubinh dhowljuypnud,
L. V-III hwg.,

puquiwm

(in.’ U. Utimpulyjwih)

4 Shnuppnithph dwng, Ul uwp,
duynuwyunyty,

L.w. V-III hwg.

(' U. [Onjuwpjwiih)

Bpluwt, Chuquighp, YEunpnuwlui
wtmujuyph wkuph onwwjwpmljhg,

L. XXIX-XXV 1.

(whin.' U. Uwiprpupyuih, .’ S, Gwy pjwith)

Bpluw, Chugqu b,
b,

L. XXVII-XXV 1.

(wtm. b ' & Uhunywiuh)

& Uptwhph dwipg, Unfupwipinip,
Juny wpawuhy, R.w. XXIX-XXVII 31,
ppowljun|

(U. Uupnupwuh hujwpwont, o
4. Cwlynpywuh,

Luy! Y NOTHOKHS..., PUC. 4)

Gnlwt, Chuquy hp,

wnynioh wpéwuhl,

L. XXVI-XXV 1.,

ppowljun|

(wtm. £ Uhinwywuh b U. (knpdwih,
. & Updntywiih)

Bnlwt, Chuquy hp,
mnuiwpnnt wpawihy,
L. XXVII-XXV 31,

ppowljuy
(wtm." U. Uwpnupyitih, jmu. 9. Swnpjuih)
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Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Sartse Ler,
Rock-engraving,

5t-34 mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Zar,

Idol amid the Rock-engravings,
51-314 mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by A. Sedrakyan)

Gegharquniq Marz, RA, Sev Sar,
Rock-engraving,

5%-34 mill. BC

(photo by K. Tokhatyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit, General view of the central
operation, photo taken from a kite,

29125 ¢cc. BC

(excavations of S. Sardaryan, photo by G. Davtyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

temple,

27%-25% cc. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Mokhrablur,

female figurine, 29t-27" cc. BC,

terracotta

(surface collection by S. Sardaryan, photo by
V. Hakobyan.

In: U podnozhiya..., fig. 4)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

figurine of a lion,

27125 cc. BC,

terracotta

(excavations of H. Simonyan & M. Rothman,
photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

male figurine,

27125 cc. BC,

terracotta

(excavations of S. Sardaryan, photo by V. Hakobyan)
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30

31

Gnlhwt, Chuquiyhp,

ult thwyjtigpwd Yupuw,

L. XXIX-XXVII 1.

(wtm." U. Uwpnupuih, o J9. Suljnpywith)

Gnlwt, Chuquiy hpe,

nwdwnh wnpnpwin b pughtp,
L. XXVII-XXV 1.

ppowljun

(wtm. b .’ & Uhunywiuh)

Bplu, Chugu hye,

Upopwiquiny N 1 nunfpuipuithg,

L. XXVI-XXV 1.,

nuljh

(whn.' U. Uwprupywiih, jmu.’ 9. Suinpywiih:
Luyp €40, wn. XI)

££ Chpwlih twpg, p. Synudph, hwymuwptpyty £
1959 2., Yufuynpun Jught, L. XXVI-XXV 1.,
ppnuq (wnwyht hpwwnwpulnp

<. Uwpunhpnuywiu, jmu. 4. Swlnpyuih:

Luiyt Arménie. Trésors de ’Arménie ancienne
[uwyunihlp Arménie...|, 1996, ul. 13)

Bpluw, dwpnupti (wfuljht Rpuapb),
Utipdbipwyw quiug, Jungunp Yught,

L. IV-IIT hwg.,

ppniuq

(whin.” €. Uwpunhpnuywit, jmu 9. Cwlnpyuih,
Luyt Y TOTHOXKWYSL..., PHC. 2)

Bplwt, Ywpnuptu (twfulhu 2pupbi),
Utipdbipluyw quiud,

jught, .. IV-III hwg., ppnuq

(€. Uwpunhpnuywh hujupwdnt,

. 4. Salnpyuih:

Luyt Y nORHOXUAL..., pHC. 3)

< Lnnm duipg, Jwwénph bpypughunuljui
pwlqupw,

funjwiqinifu ppwutn,

L. XXVIIXXV .,

ppniig
(nu.' & Uhunwwuh)

Bnluu, Chugqu hpe,

Yuafuhly-hufugy,

L. XXV-XXIV .,

Juuwyuwwn, nujh

(whin.' £ Uhuinywih b U npuwih,
mu.' 4. Cwlnpjwuh)
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Yerevan, Shengavit,

black-polished karas,

29h-27% cc. BC

(excavations of S. Sardaryan, photo by V. Hakobyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

hearth of a temple,

2927t cc. BC,

terracotta

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

pectoral from burial N 1,

27%-25™ cc. BC,

gold

(excavations of S. Sardaryan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: GAA, table XI)

Shirak Marz RA, Gyumri, found in 1959,

axe,

27h-25% cc. BC, bronze

(first published by H. Martirosyan, photo by

V. Hakobyan. In: Armeénie. Trésors de ’Arménie
ancienne |hereinafter Arménie...], 1996, fig. 13)

Yerevan, Vardashen (previously Jrashen),
Yerevan-suburb hoard,

axe, 4"-34 mil. BC,

bronze

(collected by H. Martirosyan, photo by V. Hakobyan,
In: U podnozhiya..., fig. 2)

Yerevan, Vardashen (previously Jrashen),
Yerevan-suburb hoard,

axe, 4-3¢ mill. BC,

bronze

(collected by H. Martirosyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: U podnozhiya..., fig. 3)

Lori Marz, RA, Regional Museum of Vanadzor,
ram-headed pin,

27%-25% cc. BC,

bronze

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan, Shengavit,

pendant-amulet,

25124 cc. BC

(excavations of H. Simonyan and M. Rothman,
photo by V. Hakobyan)

31

32

33

Cwlnp Uhuntywu wywwnlputiph wujuiwgwuly / Hakob Simonyan catalogue

< Upwquonnuh dwpg, Ugupul,
hnh Yung wpdwiihy,

L. XXIX-XXVII pyy.,

ppowljun|

(wtm. b ot D). Ugbnhuywih)

<4 Lnnm dupg, dwiwdanph tphpughunmijui
pwliqupwi, futign pljnp’ wnnenn Yung
huppuipwiinulny,

Lo XXIX-XXVII 1.

(inw.' £ Uhdntywiuh)

£< Swiyniph duipg, Rnnug,

N 2 nuidpupui,

L. XXV 1.

(wtn. S Uptpjuh b £, Uhdnywith,
.’ & Updntywiih)

< Ynuuyph dwing, Lwpuywdp,

U'tid nuapuitiuapinp, nfuguuquins quijug,
Lo XXIMI-XXII nyy., wipowp

(wtn.' 4. dnjwiuthuywiuh, jmus 9. Swlnpyuih:
Luy Arménie..., fig. 34; Au Pied..., p. 47, fig. 2)

<< Lnnm dwipg, Ywwanp, Uppuywlju
nupwiiwpinip, quijwp,

XXIXIX 1.,

nuljh

(wtm." A. Mpnupnuyny, o 9. Qwlnpjuh:
Luyt Arménie..., fig. 25)

<€ Updur] hph dwipg, Eodhwoh,
uniulip,

L. XX-XIX 1.,

ppnug

(mw.’ . Uhdntywiuh)

4 Uninuyph dwing, Lwpuyudp, Ukd
nudputiwpyp, dwiguy, L.u. XXI-XXII g).,
nulh, uwpnhnt, dkntiuhy

(wtm." 9. ngwithyywih, jmu 4. Swinpjuih:
Ly Y mogHOXWSL..., puc. 8; Au Pied..., p. 50, fig. 3)

<< Upwquonwnuh dwpg, Utippht Guytp,
nuidpwpu N 3,
opuwtinh gyfuhly, L. XX-XIX ).,

nuyh, uwpnhnu
(wtm.' £ Uhunyuitth, o’ d,. Cwynpywh:
Luy A. Cumonsie, 2010, c. 47, puc. 2)
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Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Agarak,
figurine of a pregnant woman,
29%-27% cc. BC,

terracotta

(excavations & photo by P. Avetisyan)

Lori Marz RA, Regional Museum of Vanadzor,
ceramic sherd with a bas-relief image of a praying
woman,

291274 BC

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Tavush MarzRA, Joghaz,

burial N 2,

25t ¢. BC

(excavations of G. Areshian and H. Simonyan,
photo by H. Simonyan)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Qarashamb, The Big Kurgan,
embossed and engraved goblet,

2314220 ¢c, BC, silver

(excavations of V. Hovhanissyan, photo by

V. Hakobyan. In: Arménie..., fig. 34; Au Pied...,
p. 47, fig. 2)

Lori Marz, RA, Vanadzor, Royal kurgan,

goblet,

215-19% cc. BC,

gold

(excavations of B. Piotrovski, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Arménie..., fig. 25)

Armavir Marz, RA, Echmiadzin,
long sword,

20%-19% cc. BC,

bronze

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Qarashamb, The Big Kurgan,
necklace, 234-22 cc. BC,

gold, cornelian, amethyst

(excavations of V. Hovhanissyan, photo by

V. Hakobyan. In: U podnozhiya..., fig. 8;

Au Pied..., p. 50, fig. 3)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver, burial N 3,
pin head,

20%-19t cc. BC,

white gold, cornelian

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: H. Simonyan, 2010, p. 47, fig. 2)
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<< Upwquonwnuh dwipg, Uhippht Guytp,
nuipupu N 7,

gmuwqupn, uwthnputiph qupnwiiwfugh
njwqutip,

Lo XIX-XVII 11

(wtm.' & Uhunwwuh, ' 4. Suynpjutih)

< Upwquonwnuh dwpg, Utppht Guytp,
nudpuipuit N 7,

gnitwquipy uwthnp' Ghtiph Epudwyh
ujunnyjtipny,

Lo XIX-XVII 1.

(wtm." & Uhunwwuh, o 9. Sanpjutih)

< Upwquonwnuh dupg, Utpphu Guytp,
nudpupuit N 7,

gnitwquipy uwthnputp,

Lo XIX-X VI 1.

(wtm. b . & Uhunywiuh)

< Upuguonuith dwng, Yhpht Guytp,
nudpuputinuynh Jrinpnuwluwy hwngwdp,
Lo XX-XVII .

(wtm. b ymu.’ £ Uhinwywiuh)

£< Upuguonunith dwng, Ghppht Guybp,
NN 1-5 nudpupuiiutiph punhwnp mtupp,
Lo XXI-XX 1.

(wtm.* €. Uhuntywiuh, o’ 4. Cwlnpjuith:
Luy’ Akon Cumonsie, 2009, p. 20)

< Upuquonwith dwpg, Yhpht Guytp,
gnitwquipy uathnp,

L. XX-XVIII ny.

(wtm. b mu.’ & Uhunywiuh)

4 Stmunpmihph dwng, Ghpphu Htnwt,
gnitwqupy uwtnp,

L. XIX-XVII ny.

(U. Puquupupwuh b & Fowswnpyuuh
hwjwpwdnt, jmu.' 9. Swynpyuiih)

CC Upwquonunuh dwng, Ghppht Guybp,
nuipwpu N 3,

ult thuyjtigqwd Jupuu' hunfuy fuwphughe
Jhpwwodh wumtipny, L. XX-XIX ny.
(wgtm." &. Uhunwwuh, ' 4. Saynpjuh:
Luyt Axon Cumonsty, 2009, p. 23, fig. 4)
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Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver,

burial N 7,

painted jars with images of horses, ibex and birds,
19%-18 cc. BC

(excavations of H Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver,

burial N 7,

painted jar with the image of a herd of horses,
191-18% cc. BC

(excavations of H Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver,
burial N 7,

painted jars,

19-18™ cc. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
central part of the necropolis,

20t-17% cc. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver,

burial NN 1-5 general view,

234-20% cc. BC

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Hakob Simonyan, 2009, p. 20)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
painted jar,

201-18% cc. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Nerqgin Getashen,
painted jar,

19t-18% cc. BC

(collected by A. Kalantaryan and ]. Khachatryan,
photo by V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver, burial N 3,
black-polished karas (jar) with the image of

a universal dragon-snake,

20m-19t cc. BC

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Hakob Simonyan, 2009, p. 23, fig. 4)
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< Upwquonnuh dwpg, Utppht Guybp,
nudpupuitt N 3,

uniubip,

L. XX-XIX 1., ppntuq

(ytm.' £. Upuniywt, s 9. Suljnpjuiih: Cuy
Axomn CumomnsH, 2009, p. 24, fig. 4)

€€ Updudhph dwpg, Boudhwoht,
gnitwquiny uwthnp,

L. XVII-XVIgy.

(.’ d,. Cwlnpyuitth:

Luiy Au Pied..., p. 55, fig. 9)

< Upwquonnih dwipg, Ghppht Guytp,
nudpupuit N 54,

utipimoywo gmuwquipn quijue,

Lo XX-XIX 3., Juy

(whn. b & Uhdnwwih:

Lyt Axon Cumonsy, 2009, p. 22)

£ Uniuhph dwpg,
Lnpug puptp, dktwpuyp,
L. XX-X VI .

(inw.' £ Uhdntywuh)

<< Uminhph dwing,

Lnpug puptp, Ukiwpuptp,
L. XXX VI .

(.’ 2. Uupguyuiih)

< Updwyhph dwipg, Ukdundnp,
Y hpuwuiynenn,

L. XVI-XVIgy.,

puquijwn

(mw.’ . Uhdntywiup)

44 Jwyng Qnph dwpg,
U hpuujulnenn,

L. XVI-XVIgy.,
puquiwn

(.’ £ Utpnyuith)

L Upduhph dwipg, Uwpryupuiuguam,
Yhpwwwlnpny’ qnhwptpgwd gih gjfuh
pupdpupwiurny,

L.w. M-I hwg., puqupn

(Imw.* £ Uhdntywiuh)

81

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver, burial N 3,
long sword,

20119t cc. BC,

bronze

(excavations by H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Hakob Simonyan, 2009, p. 24, fig. 4)

Armavir Marz, RA, Echmiadzin,

painted jar,

17%-16% BC

(photo by V. Hakobyan. In: Au Pied..., p. 55, fig. 9)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Nerqin Naver,

burial N 5A,

imported painted goblet,

20t-19% cc. BC, clay

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Hakob Simonyan, 2009, p. 22)

Syuniq Marz, RA,
Zorats Qarer, menhir,
20t-18% cc. BC

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA,
Zorats Qarer, menhirs,
20t-18% cc. BC

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Metsamor,
vishap stone stela,

17%-16" cc. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA,
vishap stone stela,
17*-16' cc. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Melkonyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Sardarapat

vishap stone stela with a relief of a sacrificed bull,
3rd-2nd mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)
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Upwqud janwi 9puwpuyfuhs hudwlupgh
pupunbqp, L.w. IV-II hwg.

(htm." U. Luqwupun, Yytpugdnuip

U. Ppdwpumpywith: Luyd Ashkharbek Kalantar,
1994, p. 33, fig. 1)

L Updughph dwipg, Uwpryupuugumn,
aljuwljtipuy Jhpuauguilngen,

Lo T hwg.,

puquijn

(nu.' & Uhunwwuh)

Gpluw,

unitwél Y hpwupwnenn gih gifuh
huppwpwunwyny, ¥.w. XVII-XVI hug.,
puquytn

(nu.' & Uhunwwuh)

Qtinudw Enutiph 9pupuwpfuhy hwdwlupgh
puputiqp,

L. IV-II hwg.

(htm." U. Ruqwupun, Yytpugdnuip

U. ipiwpumpyuith b A Swuwqupyuih:
Luy Ashkharbek Kalantar, 1994, p. 33, fig. 2)

Gpluw,

aluallipy hywugwlngenn,
L. - hwg.,

puquyn

(nwu' & Uhunwwuh)

<< Ununuyph vwipg, Ywiiph 1ha,
aljuultapuy | hpwuguyngenn,

Lo - hwg.,

puquijwn

(H. Mapp u 4. CmupHOB, Brmarsr, 1931)

£ Gtquppmupph twpg, Lawtd,

«wnluyght hwdwlupgh» dwupuytpa,

L. XX 111, ppntg (o 4. Suljnpyuith:
Lyt Armenien Wiederentdeckung einer alten
Kulturlandschaft [wyunihlay Armenien...], 1995,
uly. 59; Au Pied..., p. 82, fig. 35)

C< Uninuyph dwpg, Lwpupundp,

hunud pudpupuitunwynhg,

L. XVXII .

(whtin. M. Uytnhuywith, o, U, Anpnuyuid)
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The map of an irrigation system in Aragats
mountain,

420 mill. BC.

(after A. Kalantar, 1933, redrawn by

S. Dermarsoubyan. In: Ashkharbek Kalantar, 1994,
p.33,fig. 1)

Armavir Marz, RA, Sardarapat,
vishap stone stela,

3rd-2nd mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan,

column-shaped vishap stone stela,
17%-16% cc. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

The map of an irrigation system in Geghama
Mountains,

4.2t mill. BC.

(after A. Kalantar, 1933, redrawn by

S. Dermarsoubyan and B. Gasparyan.

In: Ashkharbek Kalantar, 1994, p. 33, fig. 2)

Yerevan,

fish-shaped vishap stone stela,
3rd-2nd mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Kotayq Marz RA, Vank Lake,
fish-shaped vishap stone stela,

3rd2nd mill. BC,

basalt

(N. Marr & Ya. Smirnov, Vishaps, 1931)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,

model symbolizing the Solar System,

11%-9% cc. BC, bronze (photo by V. Hakobyan.
In: Armenien Wiederentdeckung einer alten
Kulturlandschaft [hereinafter Armenien...|, 1995,
fig. 59, ; Au Pied..., p. 82, fig. 35)

Kotayq Marz, RA, Qarashamb,

part of necropolis,

15%-13" cc. BC

(excavations of P. Avetisyan, photo by A. Petrosyan)
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< Lnnm duipg, Ywiwénnph tphpughuwlut
puliqupu,

nupnyl,

L. XV-XIII n1}., ppnuq

(inw.' & Uhdntywiuh)

< Shmuppmihph dwpg, Liwpki,

hwuwy,

L. XV-XIV ny.,

thuyn

(wtm.' <. Uwguluiywih, . 9. Swinpjuih)

£< Upwquonunh dwpg, Stmwpnm,
nwtwph puhwunn whkupp,

L. XVXIV g1

(wt.' (. Pwnuyuh & U. Udhph,
" U. Udhph: Luyt Au Pied..., p. 20)

£ Upniuhph dwpg, Swpdhu,
Uktwpup,

L. XVIL-XV 1.

(inw.' £ Uhdntywiuh)

L Shnuppnithph dwpg, Lawykl,

tplthnn quijuip,

L. XV-XIV ny.,

ppowljuy

(wtm.' <. Uhwgulwigwuh, . 9. Swlnpjuih:
Luyt’ Armeénie..., fig. 66)

L Gtiquppmupph dwpg, Lawpkl,

gth wpawuh,

L. XV-XIV 1., ppng

(wtm.' £. Uwguljuiywih, o, 9. Swinpjui:
Luyt Au Pied..., p. 67, fig. 21; Y mogHOXNS...,

puc. 20)

C< Uptwyhph dwipg, Ukdundnp, nudp. N 8,
Rupbnup wppw Nyud-Loiphugh ubuywghp

Upnuipuipp,
L. XVIXV .,

wqup
(whin.' £ Fowbiqugywish, . U, Unyubiuywidh)

L Shmuppnithph dwng, Lawpkt,
Uwpunuunph dwupuytipa,
L. XV-XIV 1.,

ppntiq
(wtm.' £. Uhwguluiywuh, jnw. 9. Swlnpjuih:
Lupt Arménie..., fig. 52)
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Lori Marz, RA, Regional Museum of Vanadzor,
dagger,

15%-13* cc. BC,

bronze

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,
funeral wagon,

15%-14 cc. BC,

wood

(excavations by H. Mnatsakanyan,
photo by V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Gegharot,

temple,

15t"-14% cc. BC

(excavations of R. Badalyan and A. Smith,
photo by A. Smith. In: Au Pied..., p. 20)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Harzhis,
menbhir,

17%-15% cc. BC

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,

incense burner,

15%-14t ¢cc. BC,

clay

(excavations of H. Mnatsakanyan, photo by
V. Hakobyan. In: Arménie..., fig. 66)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,
figurine of a bull,

15%-14t cc. BC, bronze

(excavations of H. Mnatsakanyan, photo by
V. Hakobyan. In: Au Pied..., p. 67, fig. 21;
U podnozhiya..., fig. 20)

Armavir Marz, RA, Metsamor, tomb N 8,
weight with cuneiform inscription of Babylonian
king Ulam-Buriash, 16®-15* cc. BC,

agate

(excavations of E. Khanzadyan, photo by

A. Movsesyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,

model of a chariot,

15%-14t ¢cc. BC,

bronze

(excavations of H. Mnatsakanyan, photo by
V. Hakobyan. In: Arménie..., fig. 52)
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< Updwdhph dwpg, Ukdwdng, nuudp. N 11,
Ywiyuy,
Lo XVXIV 1.,

nuljh, uwpnhnu
(whin.' k. Fuwquinuidh, jnw.” U, Unjutuywi)

< Updwhph dwpg, Ukdwdnp, nuudp. N 11,
Uniphqugn wppuh hhtipngihd
wpawtwgpnipyudp qutwédl Yuhpp,

L. XVXIV ny.,

uwpnhnu
(whin.' E. Tvwiquinywiuh, jmu U, Undubuywish)

£ Ytmuppniuhph dwing, Lawptd,

pogiwjtinu Yuifuhy,

L. XIVXII ny.,

ppnig

(whn.' £. Uiwgulwiywip, jmu.’ <. Lulnpywih)

< Upuguonuith dwng, Yhpht Guytp,
nuup. IB,

nwwgnmnt Gupdwu,

L. XVI-XV 1.,

phwnid, nuljh, Ytpuljuqunipgniup’ wpdwphg
(wtm. b mu.’ £ Uhinwywiuh)

< Upniuhph dwpg, Uhuhwh Ephpughumiu
puiqupu,

tnuntid wunywdnipjw pupt wpawip,

L. Thug.,

puquyn

(nu.' £ Uhunwwuh)

< Upuguonuith dwpg, Upunwpuyuwi,
hungwd wdpngh wwpuwhg,

L. XIVXI .

(.’ £ Uhunywith)

<4 Upwquonnth dwpg, Mywi,
hunywd Uninfui pipnh wuwpuwhg,
L. XIVXI ny.

(nu.' & Uhunwwuh)

£ Upwguomnuh dwpg, hpht Guytp,
[A nudpwuwupwhp,

L. XVI-XV 1.

(wtm. b o & Uhunywiuh)
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Armavir Marz, RA, Metsamor, tomb N 11,
necklace,

15%-14" cc. BC,

gold, cornelian

(excavations of E. Khanzadyan, photo by
A. Movsesyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Metsamor, tomb N 11,
cylinder seal of the Babylonian king Kurigalzu
with hieroglyphic inscriptions,

15%-14% cc. BC, cornelian

(excavations of E. Khanzadyan, photo by

A. Movsesyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Lchashen,
bird-shaped pendant,

1412t cc. BC, bronze

(excavations of H. Mnatsakanyan, photo by
V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial IB,

shoulder belt buckle,

16%-15' cc. BC,

bitumen, gold, reconstruction
(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Sisian Regional Museum,
bust of a triple-faced deity,

It mill. BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Artashavan,

a fragment of a fortification wall of the fortress,
14%-11% cc. BC

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Ujan, Motkan-Berd,
a fragment of a fortification wall,

14n-11% cc. BC

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial chamber IA,

16'-15% cc. BC

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)
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< Upwquonmnuh dwpg, Yphu Gugtp,
nudpupuit 1A,

htspuulja,

L. XVI-XV 1.,

nuih, wpdwp

(wtn. b jmu. £ Uhinwywiuh)

< Upwquonunith dwpg, Yhpht Guybp,
nudpupui 1B,

htipnu-wppuyh nwpuiunwl,

L. XVI-XV 1.,

phunnud, nuljh
(wtm. b jmu. £ Uhtinwywiuh)

< Upuquonuith dwpg, Yhphu Guybp,
nudpupuit 1B,

htnu-wippuyh npufwputinul,

L. XVI-XV 1.,

Yhpuljuquywd E nuyjmg b ppnughg
(wtm. b . & Uhunywiuh)

4 Upuquonunith dwpg, Yhphu Guybp,
nudpwpui 1B,

titnwuwputip,

L. XVI-XV 1.,

huuwhu, Yuydpup, Jutiwljuwm

(wtm. b ' & Uhuntywiuh)

Uniswdhph wwdwpp puwn nin-Cupmilhiuh
wuwjwwnh XIIT upwhh pupapupwinuyh,
L. [X-VIII .

(whn. N, Annwgh, gpswiljupp 6. Sjwunbih:

Luyl P-E. Botta et M.E. Flandin. Les Monuments
de Ninive, II, pl. 143)

Bplwu, Eptipmup unipng,

nputwup fuwgnh wnymoh puw,

L. VI .

(Luyt 4. nghwuthuywl, 1961, Uphu Rtpy,
uly. 32)

Nuntiwuiu Suywunwt, <hpljwhu,
Lnu|ph puiuquipui,

pudwywlwu phptn fwnhh b Upnipuuhh
uunnljtpttpny,

L. VIII 1., ppnug

(Luyt Arménie..., fig. 144)

L Lnnm dwipg, Lnnp-phpn, nuidpupu N 62,
ahnt uwiug,
Lo VIII-VII p).,

ppntiq
(wtm.' U. Dubgjwith: Luyd Armeénie..., fig. 128)
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Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial IA,

tress holder,

16%-15% cc. BC,

gold, silver

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial IB,

portrait of a hero-king,

16-15% cc. BC,

gold, bitumen

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial IB,

portrait of a hero-king,

16'-15% cc. BC,

reconstruction, gold, bronze
(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Verin Naver,
burial IB,

arrowheads,

16"-15% cc. BC,

jasper, flint, obsidian

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan)

Temple of Mutsatsir, depicted on the bas-relief in
hall XIII of the palace of Dur-Sharrukin,

9th-8th cc. BC

(excavations of P. Botta, drawing by E. Flandin.
In: P-E. Botta et M.E. Flandin. Les Monuments de
Ninive, 11, pl. 143)

Yerevan, Erebuni fortress,

fresco, god Khaldi on a lion,

8t c. BC

(In: K. Hovnanissyan, 1961. Arin-Berd
(in Armenian), fig. 32)

Historic Armenia, Hirkanis, Louvre Museum,

gift plate with images of deities Khaldi and Arubani,
8" c.BC,,

bronze

(In: Armeénie..., fig. 144)

Lori Marz, RA, Lori-Berd, burial N 62,

horse-hit,

8.7t cc. BC,

bronze

(excavations of S. Devejyan. In: Armeénie..., fig. 128)
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Upgufu, Luywpunh opowi, Utipki,
dwnnulpy wuywy, Lw. VIL-VI g, ppowluy
(whin.' U. Quniuny, jmu.” £ Updntgwih: Luy
Upgwfuh b wqunwugnyud nwpudpltph 1990-
2005 pp. htwghinwlu httnwgnuniejmuutiph,
2007, puwgyh nuwijuipp b by 33)

Gplw, Gwpdhp po (@tgotipuhiuh),
quipnuunnuth, L. VI ., pup

(whin.' A Npnnpnulyny, .’ 9. Sulnpywiih:
Luyt’ Armenien..., fig. 112; Arménie..., fig. 143)

Gplut, Ujnnwgpbquntinh gnpdwnui,
nudpupui, wanmwuwhnp' giugntju
puinujubtipny, L. VIII 1., ppowluy

(wtin." U. Guwywiah, L. Rhyugnyh,

. U, Uwpwhpnuywith: Luyr Armeénie..., p. 122,
fig. 130)

Gpluwt, Gwpuhp pi ((Gygtpuwhiih),
uumnuujuipun’ Upghyph U-h ] hpunnd wljwia
wpdwuwgpnipjudp, Y.w. VI 1., ppnuq
(whin. A Mhnnpnyuyny, .’ Jd, Lwlnpjwith:
Luy! Y nogHOKHS..., puc. 43; Au Pied..., p. 114,
fig. 56)

Gpluwi, Gwpdhp pimp (@ytpwhih),
Juhwt' nuw U-h g hpuondului
wnawtugnnipjudp,

L. VIII 1., ppng

(whn." A. Mhnnpnduyne: Luyd Armenien...,
fig. 44; Arménie..., fig. 109)

Gnluw, Ywpdhp ppop (Gtgptipwhuh),
qupruunnithh Yuthwphs untiwal ppiwyny b
Unghyph U-h wpdwiwugpnipjundp,

L.w. VIII ny., ppnug, nugh

(whin.” A Dhnnpnyuyny, .’ 9, Lwlnpywish:
Luyt C2N, wn. XCIII)

Gpluw, Eptipmih,

puinuiph hhttwnpuiwit’ Upghyph U-h ubijughp
wpawwgnnieinip,

L. 782 .,

puquijmn

(.’ &, Uhuinywiuh)

Gpluwit, Eptipmith, wwywy tyetipyh gifuh
puiiquyny: Uunph Ytpimd’ Uuyjbwhnuh, ipu
Jung b tplymt nuntip ypuguyunytputpny,
L. VIV ny., wipdwpp

(mu.” U Punpuiuwpywiih: Cuyd Armenien...,

fig. 108; Arménie..., fig. 183)
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Artsakh, Qashatagh region, Keren,
anthropomorphic rhyton, 74-6' cc. BC, terracotta
(excavations of A. Gnuni, photo by H. Simonyan.
In: The Main results of archaeological investigations
in 1990-2005 in Artsakn and liberated regions,
2007, cover illustration and p. 33)

Yerevan, Karmir Blur (Teishebaini),
jewelry box, 7 c. BC, stone

(excavations of B. Piotrovski, photo by V. Hakobyan.

In: Armenien..., fig. 112; Arménie..., fig. 143)

Yerevan, crypt discovered at the Auto Aggregates
plant, funerary urn with bull-headed applications,
8™ c. BC,

terracotta

(excavations of S. Yesayan, L. Biyagov, photo by
A. Martirosyan. In: Arménie..., p. 122, fig. 130)

Yerevan, Karmir Blur (Teishebaini),
helmet with the dedicatory inscription of Argishti I,
8" c. BC, bronze

(excavations of B. Piotrovski, photo by V. Hakobyan.

In: U podnozhiya..., puc. 43; Au Pied..., p. 114,
fig. 56)

Yerevan, Karmir Blur (Teishebaini),

shield with the dedicatory inscription of Rusa I,
8% c. BC, bronze (excavations of B. Piotrovski,
photo by V. Hakobyan. In: Armenien..., fig. 44;
Arménie..., fig. 109)

Yerevan, Karmir Blur (Teishebaini),

lid with a pomegranate-shaped handle and an
inscription of Argishti I, 8" c. BC,

bronze, gold

(excavations of B. Piotrovski, photo by

V. Hakobyan. In: GAA, table XCIII)

Yerevan, Erebuni,

cuneiform inscription concerning the foundation of
the city by Argishti I,

782 BC,

basalt

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Yerevan, Erebuni,

rhyton with the head of a deer,

6h-4 cc. BC,

silver

(photo by M. Baghdassaryan. In: Armenien...,
fig. 108; Arménie..., fig. 183)
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(wtn.” A. Unwplijjwth: Luyt Armenien...,
fig. 102; Arménie..., fig. 180)

Dumfuluin Lwyuunw, Gpgulju,
puu-puwwmy,

L. VIV ny.,

wpowp

(Cuyt Arménie..., fig. 194)

< Upwpuwh dwpg, hhut Upunwyun
Uuypupwinuip, Uppnnjuntih putipulyp,
ANpuluputih nupngh wyluwnwip,

Lo I 1., dwpiwp

(ytm." A. Unwpjwiuh: Luy’ Armenien..., fig. 97;
Arménie..., fig. 267)

<< Uptiuw] hpp twpg, hpt dwnuppugumn
Uwypwpunwp,
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[HIny.,

ppowguy

(.’ . Cwlynpwitth: Luyd R, Unwphiyjul, 1976)
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wpdwe, snptipnpudut
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-l ny.
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4 Ununuyph dwpg, Swntp,

puinuhph hunuih futwpuiunwl,
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(whin.” A. Unwptyjwith, jmu.’ U. Unjubiujwish)
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Yerevan, Erebuni,

rhyton with a protome of a horse,
6™-4% cc. BC,

silver

(photo by M. Baghdassaryan)

Armavir Marz, RA, ancient Armavir, capital of
Armenia,

pectoral, 6M-5% cc. BC,

gold, enamel

(excavations of B. Arakelyan. In: Armenien...,

fig. 102; Arménie..., fig. 180)

Historic Armenia, Yerznka,
bowl,

6"-4" cc. BC,

silver

(In: Arménie..., fig. 194)

Ararat Marz, RA, the ancient capital of Artashat,
statue of Aphrodite, in the tradition of Praxiteles,
2]t ce., BC,

marble

(excavations by B. Arakelyan. In: Armenien...,

fig. 97; Arménie..., fig. 267)

Armavir Marz, RA, the ancient capital of
Vagharshapat,

head of Meleagros figurine,

Ist-2n ¢, AD,

terracotta

(photo by V. Hakobyan. In: B. Arakelyan, 1976)

coin of the Tigran the Great,
I**c. BC,
silver, tetradrachm

Artashat Marz, RA, the ancient capital of
Artashat,

Fragment of a mosaic floor in a bath,
1nd-2st e, AD

(excavations & photo by Zh. Khachatryan)

Kotayk Marz, RA, Garni,

mosaic floor in a bath,

1nd-2st cc. AD

(excavations of B. Arakelyan, photo by A. Movsesyan)
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Ungufu, Lupupunh ypguwi,
Ohotmuwuip, [I-VII ny.

(wtin. b £ Uhdntywiih: Luyr Upguuh
I wqunwugpuo wwpwoputiph 1990-2005
BR- htwghnujw httmwgnnnipyninutinh
hhfuwlwu wpyymupltipp, 2007, Ly 19)
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[I-VII py.
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< Upwquonmnuh dwng, p. Upnwpuy,
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Vil
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£< Upuguonunith dwng, Uwunwpu,
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(mu.” & Uhuinywih: L’ 6. Uuwpyu, 2004,
2wuyghh uupp b £ 60)
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618 p.
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V-VII 1.
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Artsakh, Qashatagh region,

Tsitsernavank, 2"-7* cc. AD

(excavations & photo by H. Simonyan. In: The
Main results of archaeological investigations in
1990-2005 in Artsakn and liberated regions (in
Armenian), 2007, p. 19)

Artsakh, Qashatagh region,
Tsitsernavank,

nd-7t ce. AD

(architectural section by H. Sanamyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Ashtarak,
Karmravor church,

7" c. AD

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Mastara,

St. John’s Church,

51-6t cc. AD

(photo by H. Simonyan.

In: E. Asatryan, 2004, cover image and p. 60)

Aramavir Marz, RA, Echmiadzin,
church of St. Hripsime,

618 AD

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Aghdzq,

bas-relief depicting a ram,

4hc. AD,

baked brick

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Aghdzq,

bas-relief depicting a deer,

4t ¢, AD,

baked brick

(excavations of H. Simonyan, photo by V. Hakobyan)

Syuniq Marz, RA, Aghudi,
monument-crypt,

5%-74 ¢c. AD

(photo by H. Simonyan)
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Lori Marz, RA, Chichkhanavank,
khachgar (cross-stone),

5.7t ¢cc. AD,

tuff

(excavations & photo by A. Nalbandyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Talin,
four-sided stela,

415t cc. AD,

tuff

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aramavir Marz, RA, Echmiadzin,

Zvartnots cathedral with Mount Ararat in the
background, 642-662 AD

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Armavir Marz, RA, Echmiadzin,
Zvartnots cathedral, fragment of arch,
642-662 AD

(photo by L. Revazian)

Van Lake,

Akhtamar monastery, Church of the Holy Cross,
915-921 AD

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Ani,

Cathedral,

989-1001 AD

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Ani,

Smbatashen fortifications of the city,
10 c.

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Noravank,
chapel memorial to Prince Bourtel,
1339

(photo by H. Simonyan)
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< Uniuhph dwpg,
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(.’ £ Uhunywith)
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Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Noravank,

high relief of God the Father Almighty,

1221

(photo by H. Simonyan. In: S. Saghumyan. 2000,
Noravank, Yerevan, page 3)

Vayots Dzor Marz, RA, Noravank,
high relief of Vrgin Mary,

1339

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Gegharkuniq Marz, RA, Big Masrik,
khachqar,

881 AD,

basalt

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Lori Marz, RA, Haghbat,
kachqar,

JRENS

tuff

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Yeghvard,
chapel-memorial,

1301

(photo by H. Bazeh)

Syuniq Marz, RA,
Monastery Complex of Tatev,
9th-14t cc.

(photo by H. Simonyan)

Ani,

Church of St. Grigor the Illuminator,
built by Tigran Honents,

1215,

high relief

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Lori Marz, RA,

Monastery Complex of Haghpat,
10t-13 cc.

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)
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Aragatsotn Marz, RA, Yeghvard,
chapel-memorial,

1301,

bas-relief

(photo by Z. Sargussyan)

Tavush Marz, RA,

Goshavank,

khachqar, created by Varpet Pogos,
1291

(photo by Z. Sargussyan)

Lori Marz, RA,

Monastery Complex of Sanahin,
10%-13* cc.

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)

Yerevan,

the fortress of Erebuni, temple of Susi,
Mount Ararat in the background
(photo by H. Simonyan)

Historic Armenia, Daroyinq fortress,
bas-relief on the rock,

It mill. BC

(photo by Z. Sargsyan)
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Yerevan, the fortress of Erebuni,
temple of Susi,

Mount Ararat in the background
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